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Pro-Coughlin Priests Seek to Smear /isht 10 Oust 


Front Trial as Anti-Catholic Drive 


New Anti-Semitic 
Street Meetings 
Planned for N.Y. 


By VINCENT ROGERS 


The trial of the 17 Christian Fronters began 
quietly this week in New York City’s well- 
guarded Federal courthouse. At the same time 
pressure on public opinion increased from that 


section of the Catholic Church led by Father 


Curran and Patrick Scanlan, editor of the 
Brooklyn Diocese newspaper, The Tablet. 


A new leader has been chosen by the Chris- 
tian Front to replace John F. Cassidy, who 
now awaits trial. This new fuehrer, one Joseph 
Nolen, has announced that the, Front will hold 
Meetings on the streets of New York this 
coming spring and summer, presaging the same 
rioting, Jew-baiting, and slugging which be- 
came widespread last year. 

Investigators report that the Front through- 
out the city has been reorganized since the 
arrest of 17 of its members. Preparations for 
street corner meetings were completed at weekly 
Wednesday night sessions in Prospect Hall, 
Brooklyn. 

The same source reveals that James E, Ginty 
is in charge of membership files and the 
issuance of the 1940 cards. Jess Bennett will 
supervise street meetings, while John Scanlan, 
nephew of Patrick Scanlan, will direct pub- 
licity. Albert Gunnison, a veteran Fronter, is 
busy working on the unification of the various 
fascist organizations in New York. 

The Dies Committee last week revealed that 
it had subpoenaed five Boston residents to 
appear before it when hearings are held on the 
Christian Front operating in New York City 
and New England. About two weeks before 
the 17 men were arrested by Federal agents, 
Father Coughlin revealed that in reply to his 
appeal many rifle units throughout New Eng- 
land had been set up. 

The names or affiliations of those subpoenaed 
have not been made public. Boston police have 
characterized the 20,000-member Christian 
Front in New England as “anti-Semitic rather 
than revolutionary.” Leader of this Front 
group is 31-year-old Francis P. Moran of 
Boston. 

The importance of the Front trial is not so 
much in the resulting jail sentence which may 
or may not be handed down, but in the demon- 
stration of the support to the anti-Semitic 
movement which a strong section of the Catholic 
Chuch in Brooklyn and Queens is lending. 
Speaking at a recent Front meeting in Brook- 
lyn, the Rev. Edward F. Brophy of Precious 
Blood Church in Queens strongly supported the 
prisoners, 

Yet it is pointed out that there are more 
than a million Catholics in Brooklyn. An effort 
to interest these people in the Christian Front 
is being made by Scanlan, Father Curran— 
who has often given credence to the Protocol 
of Zion—Father Brophy, Father Jerome Hol- 
land, and Father Joseph Diesz, in addition to 
members of the Flying Squads on Americanism, 
and James O'Sullivan, at the 
St. Francis Preparatory School, 

If the Fronters are not exposed in court as 
street rioters and Jew-baiters and shorn of 
the romantic aura Coughlin and Company have 
thrown around them, the Front will grow 
throughout New England wherever the Catholic 
population is heavily centered. In the November 
elections Jast year, the Front put up Wilfred 
H, Williams, who ran on a straight anti- 
Jewish ticket. 

Chelsea has a population of 42,673 people. 
Williams finished fourth in a field of 21, get- 
ting 5,451 votes and missing a place on the 
City Council by a little over 800. 

Williams produced apparently inexhaustible 
funds for sound trucks and extensive political 
literature. This subsidization and technique— 
street rioting, disturbing meetings, excoriation 
of Jews—are only a sample of what will occur 
if the Front grows under Coughlin’s guidance. 

Through some stooge organizations as the 
Friends and Neighbors Club and the Friends 
of Social Justice, Coughlin extends his in- 
fluence throughout New England. His lieu- 
tenant there is the above-mentioned Francis P. 
Moran, who is assisted by Edward H. Hunter, 


an instructor 


also of Boston. Moran has arranged New 
England anti-Semitic meetings for Father 
Curran. 

This ramified organization is what will be 


tried next week by Judge Campbell, and not 
merely a handful of men and boys whom the 
Coughlinites are trying to martyrize. 


Reynolds, Fish Defend Nazi 
Attack Against Roosevelt 


WASHINGTON, D. C. While most anti- 
Roosevelt forces in both Houses have thus far 
hesitated to seek to capitalize on the Nazi 
“proof of U.S. responsibility for the war,” Sen- 
ator Robert Reynolds and Congressman Hamil- 
ton Fish this week rushed to ths support of the 
Hitler agents who dug up the “documents.” 

Reynolds is of the Vin 
dicators, a U.S. anti-Semitic, anti-Labor and 
pro-Fascist organization. Fish has consistently 
supported German aims and following his visit 
to Nazi headquarters in Berlin last year, gave 
speeches lauding the Reich foreign policy. 


notorious as head 








Pro-Hitlerite 
On in Nebraska 











Don't Return the Jobless to Hooverville! 


ftemnants of Hooverville 


around. 


ceeds in swamping WPA. 


The Works Project Administration is set for dismissal of 800,000 
The 800,000 figure has been dunned into the ears of legis- 
lators in both Houses by Col. Harrington, WPA 
repeatedly stated that the present appropriation for the work relief 


by June 30. 


program will compel such dismissals. 


While liberals in both Houses have pressed for new and greater 


WPA grants, most legislators have complacently ignored the problem 


and have devoted attention to the campaign to wipe out the NLRB, first by 


like the one pictured above—are still great 
And the lumber yards will be scoured for more rotting boards 
to build new “homes” like this if the “economy” wave in Congress suc- 


slashes 


administrator, who has 


$1,500,000,000. 





Jerry Voorhis and J. S. 











Intensified War Seen As France 





Dominates Allied War Councils 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 
Although one gets the boring impression, when reading official reports about 
Chamberlain’s cabinet shakeup, of being told which socialites attended this or that 
dinner party, the event itself is remarkable. 
Little has actually changed, because the only important detail — Churchill's 


promotion to director of the combined 
lined the established fact that the Liberal leader 
accepted by England as the man 
if 
I 


has long been 
to all 


lead all efforts and when war in 


military earnest 
Chamberlain has once more failed to make clear 
l] i I Neve l- 


war will be beg 
as it 


war 
to 


was © undertaken. But 


whether or not that un, 
gesture, insufficient 


how 


theless, the mere 
have been, proved 
Birmingham felt. The pressure of an increas- 


hi } 


may 





strongly the wizard of 











ing public demand within his nation which, no 
less than the Fre neh, now desires strongey pre 
secution of the wat 

Speaking about ar in earnest, Goering’s 
most recent atement that Germany will soon 
strike militarily against é ‘ obs 
nothing but the old trick the Nazis like yu 
from time to time. 

When cver the Allies seem to have made up 
their mind that they should lash a seri dri 
in the Balkans, the Nazis have threé ] te 
open an offensive in the west. 

The intention is obvious enough larmed 
such rumors, the Alli are expect o be in- 
fluenced to postpo heir drive in the south in 
order to keep undivided Anglo-Fren enti 
on the west. 

There is still not the slightest indication that 
Nazi Germany al inter f atta g 
the Maginot lin« e grea esire i 
the Allies refrain from taking the offens 
the south. 

The Germans regularly hint at a Nazi at 
tack will be made immediately. However, wit! 
all due respect for British slowness, i be 
expected that the Allies will som« T- 
stand the trick. 

France Lost ‘18 Peace 

The last Anglo-Fren Supreme War Coun 
cil’s communique, proclaiming both empire il- 
most complete unification in the future, was 








doubtless py 





England and ew 11" er anxious to 
read communiques of a different nature, But 
despite its slightly propagandistic character, 
that Supreme War Council’s decisi vas of 
momentous importance. It signals a virtual 
end to the long period of English haughty in- 
dependence in her foreign policy 

For more than twenty years and for the 
war’s first seven months as well, England dealt 
with European affair as a rt of mpire 
France, winning the last world ar, lost th 
peace, because England, even during the armi- 
stice neg N 1918, and a 
since the hought ss of France’s se- 
tha the € ng tne notorious 

+ . VW 9 

eterna i I I 
the Br pl ( ) 
peal towa France Th ¢ ! 
on record: death penalties f Austria and for 


Czechoslovakia, justice sold in the 


ian and German democracy; finally the court 


cases of Ital- 


military departments—has merely under- 


sentenced France and its own nation to the 
hard labor of a new war. 

Now France gets the solemn pledge that 
neither peace negotiations nor any other com- 


England with- 
Holding that 


mitment will be undertaken by 


out full French advance approval. 











key to all British decisions, France, after two 
decades of steady diminution of her influence 
on the ropean continent, is again the fore- 
st continental power,—provided the Allies 
in the war 
What France anxion awaited for twenty 
ea? her P favnaud achieved in 
4 ee and t neal insurance for his 
ca t While e French parliament, stirred 
Bonnet’ i erly iY rue has shown 
Ih t to trouble the new cabi- 
net f ’ able that Reynaud, bring- 


I's endorsement, will have any 
ilties with the re-assembled Cham- 


and Senate. He faces them as 














ast so far as France’s old battle 

olationism is concerned. 
Allied Supreme War Council’s 
1 all the rumors spread by 
ciever re iJ] over the world, that Mr. 
Chambe nd is still thinking of walk- 
ng out of the war at the proper moment. That 
is? l tention, nor will she be forever 

Chamberla s 

The ulue of W n Churchill’s usually ex 
cellent s} h educed by the rather sad 
fact that a few days later Chamberlain is accus- 
tomed to speak about the same topic. While 


Churchill has more wit, Chamberlain has more 

effect, at the present moment, 
that t} 
that 


rous activity, 


instead of the vigo- 
Churchill 
last 
against the neutrals’ 
aid to Nazi Germany, 
Allies’ blockade 
ment will muddle along the 


Tues- 


an- 
nounced Saturday 
virtual] 
the 


enforce- 





line of Chamberlain's 
declaration. 

That Nazi Germany gets, 
m the neutral countries, 
lot goods, the British 
sea blockade has ented 


. / day 
“al £ yx 
ae a of 


Premier (es 


Reynaud of 
France 





from reaching the Reich « 
on record. Whi 
thing Churchill 


say concerning the un- 


rectly. js 





every 


+ 





earable and hig immoral position of Hit- 
‘ tral neighbors, was the rest truth 

s ) 0 blame the neutrals. as 

¢ as th Allies do not force them to act 

t a ging for a € 

é ey t he t mak 

’ y n to a the 

Nazis wher e Alli to answer Hitler’ 
extortion th a ast the same amount of 


(Continued on Page Seven) 


amendments to convert the Wagner Act into ar 


in its appropriation and, second, by the Smith ripper leader of the Knights of the White Camelia, 
) anti-labor law. he has nevel directly answered charges which 
showed his support for native pro-fascist 


Hearings on the WPA request for added funds will shortly be 
begun by the House Appropriations Committee, which has already shown 
itself hostile to the entire New Deal program. 
such as Senators Claude Pepper and James FE. 


Organized labor, remembering the Hoover days of flophouses, soup 
kitchens, and apple salesmen, is rallying to the fight to save the WPA 
and the livelihoods of 800,000 families. 
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WASHINGTON, C.—While national in- 
terest centered this week on the Wisconsin 
primaries which indicated a fight between 


Dewey and Roosevelt for the presidency in No- 

ss vember, labor and liberal circles focused their 
attention on Nebraska, where this Thursday’s 
primaries may end the political career of Dem- 
ocratic Senator Edward R. Burke, whose name 
has been linked to such fascist organizations as 
the Knights of the White Camelia and who has 
been one of the stalwarts of the anti-New Deal 
forces in Washington. 

A'though Burke supported repeal of the em- 
is stand at 
from his 
been ex- 





bargo in last year’s special session, | 
that time represented 
previous pro-Hitler views 
pressed on numerous occasions. 

The i 
seen by labor and liberal forces as camouflage 
designed to re-elect Burke and allow him to con- 
tinue anti-labor and pro-Nazi activities in the 
Senate for the next six years. 

Elected in 1934 an alleged New Dealer, 
Burke has been of the most prominent 
members of Congress’ anti-labor group. Today, 
Burke leads the fight in the Senate for approval 
of the Smith committee’s amendments which 
would turn the Wagner Act into a law for the 
maintenance of the open shop. 

He fought the ACP, the administration’s agri- 
cultural program which succeeded the AAA; he 
voted against the bill to unpack the Supreme 
Court. 


an about-face 


which had 





new-found “anti-Nazism” is 


Senator’s 


as 


one 


Fought by Cochran 

Although he has often been attacked for his 
lavish praise of the Hitler system and his name 
has been linked to that of George Deatherage, 


groups. 

The Nebraska picture is complicated by the 
fact that Burke’s major opponent for the Demo- 
cratic nomination to the Senate is Governor 
Cochran, who has been given the support of or- 
ganized labor primarily as a move for a united 
fight on the incumbent. The campaign for 
Cochran has been considerably dampened by the 
governor’s own record, which includes a bitter 
attack on New Deal spending. 

Cochran's failure to support Senator Norris’ 
campaign for re-election in 1936 is also resented 
by trade union and other progressive forces 
which recognize Norris as one of their staunch- 
est supporters in the capital. 

The Republican primary contest in Nebraska 
has centered attention on Arthur J. Weaver who, 
despite his record as a conservative governor 10 
years ago, has won considerable labor and lib- 
eral backing because of his support of the 
New Deal in 1936 and the fact that Senator 
Norris recently expressed confidence in Weav- 
er’s ability. 


Progressive legislators 
Murray and Congressmen 
Cochran press for a WPA grant of 


are set to 


franking privilege to be used, at this time, for 
the broadcast of an article he had entered into 
the Congressional record six years ago. 

Wheeler's in recent years 
have been of a dubious nature. Two years ago, 
in order to defeat Jerry O'Connell who threat- 


Senator policies 





Senator Wheeler 






ened to run for the Senate, Wheeler dug up 

Wheeler Franks Jacob Thorkelson and agitated the Railway 

Brotherhoods and other Montana unions into 

L A “4 supporting the Congressman who has developed 
amont rticle into America’s leading fascist. 

Despite Thorkelson’s insertion of 39 anti- 


Semitic speeches into the Congressional record, 


Lauding Soviets 




















despite Thorkelson’s support to General Van 
By EDWARD LORING Horn Mosely, despite the Representative’s asso- 
Special to THe NEw LEADER ciation with t} Christia Mo rs, Senator 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Despite the Soviet Wheeler has not once publicly denounced the 
nvasi f Finlane nd Moseow’s partnership man he helped send to the Ho 
with the Nazi government, presidential possi- Observers nterpret this as a ign that 
Burton K. Wheeler, member of the United Wheeler would I Thorkelson in Con- 
s Senate, recently mailed free under his. gress than pei O’Connell to gain 
! 1g an article by Corliss Lamont Montana’s spotli 
p) ng Ss was sent to thousands of More surpri the Senator has en- 
oters throughout the United States. dorsed for renomination Democratic Senator 
Voters throughout th country who have re- Burke of Nebraska. teaders will recall The 
ceived Wheeler literature in the past have com- New Leader's expose of Burke's affiliation with 
nar d + nc ed address on other enve lopes local fascist croups, 
7 eRe Senate; a with shat on the enc Tt is also remembered that Burke praised 
enki RE . Lamont article, Beth ave Hitler yn his eturn t America after touring 
“apes Germany. T is has all been called to Wheeler’s 
: ; attention, but he continues to endorse an anti- 
an » statement i e! forthcoming from Semitic Representative a Hitler-praising 
Vheeler as to reasons for permitting his Senator 





Returns Show ALP State Committee 
Still in Hands of Liberals, Laborites 


Unfortunately The New Leader is forced to go to press before the results t 
American Labor Party primaries are in. From an analysis of se mea r figures 
available it j pparent that the Communist front “Con ttee to Re Id t¢ American 
Labor Par captured a majority of the places in New York Citv « +h ast 
. 1. a 4 
7 f 4 CO + y y elect ] upstate x wo lo al +} s . 4 P 

Th _ : sjority in New York City is in terms of assembly district ‘ 

< ty asse ly districts won, - 

but t bate r vote was overwhelmingly in favor of the legal parts This was 


Manhattan 




















cause t has 23 assembly districts, despite its comparatively 
spar population, while the Bronx has only eight assembly districts and Brooklyn 23 
: n 23, 
despite ny millions of people living there 
In t : ALP leaders are arranging for a State Cor tee é g, at 
, at 
} r +h narty «ail } loin ler . 7 } Ty , 
which contr ot } arty WwW! 1 be definitely settled. The session vw robably be 
April 10 and 17 
Y t ach asser r Al r nate t 
F ) n g t * sn ( 
| 4 , + Il a7 
S 
t 4 sta S rms 
} re rura str 
Situation Ir At a La ‘ 
| \¢ Leade 
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Drive in State Chambers Oyt of Reach of 86 Million in U.S. 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Defeat of attempts to put over anti- 


labor omnibus bills of the Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin 


patterns have been scored in al 
sion so far this year. 
victories. 

Kentucky recently passed a 


policy that workers were entitled to strike, picket, and organize 
without hindrance from employers. 


thus far made 1940 an outstandi 
legislation. 


Its new laws provide that the prevailing wage scale is to be 


paid on all public work, grant 

sation, ban dangerous 
An apprenticeship committee 

seeking training for jobs. 


Laud Governor 


While more than half of the 
tural workers, factory and mine 
population. 


Exploitation of its petroleum 
major part of its industry. 


In addition to its bills directly benefiting unions, the Kentucky 
laws extending its social security proVisions. 
measures 


legislature passed 
- New 
and young. 





bor secretary, 


have been 
anti-labor me 


Mayor Hague 


measures are now pending before 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—An in- 
cipient monopoly that would in 
future years have reached the 
complete proportions of theAmer- 
ican Tel and Tel was blocked last 
week when the Federal Communi- 
eations Commission prevented the 
of America 
from launching a campaign for 
wide sales of television sets. FCC 
and RCA attorneys are working 
their 


rapidly now preparing 
cases for presentation April 8, 


when new hearings will be held. 

While RCA and other big busi- 
ness propagandists have clouded 
the issue, support for the FCC 
became more general this week 
as wider publicity was given to 
the reasons for its decision. 

Had the RCA been permitted 
to sell its sets on a large scale 
basis, it would have been on the 
way to complete control of the tel- 
evision industry, which is ex- 
pected to reap profits in years to 
come far greater than those de- 
veloping from radio. 

Such a television monopoly 
would have been acquired because 
the industry, under the present 
development of receiving sets, 
must have the same number of 
“lines” and “frames” as are used 
by the telecaster. If RCA had 
succeeded in its campaign to sell 
25,000 sets this year, each per- 



















U.S. Project Housing 
18,000 Opens in Florida 

TAMPA, Fla.—‘North Boule- 
vard Homes,” 534-slum_ clear- 
ance project in Tampa, Fila., 
opened this week. Developed for 
‘Negro tenancy, the project occu- 
Pies what was formerly part of 
the “West Tampa” district, one 
of four Tampa slums, with a 
combined population of about 18,- 
000 persons. 

Average monthly shelter rents 
in the new project are $8.55. This 
is well under the average rent 
($9.00) Negro families are pay- 
ing for substandard accommoda- 
tions in slum neighborhoods in 
the city. 


N.Y. State Employment 
Service Places 18,648 
ALBANY.—Local offices of the 
New York State Employment 
Service made 18,648 placements 
during February according to a 
report issued today by Industrial 
Commissioner Frieda §S. Miller. 
Of this total, 17,701 were in pri- 
vate industry and 947 were in 
public employment, such as WPA 
projects, public works, and gov- 
ernmental] institutions. 


2c-per-Hour Wage for 
Glove Workers Hit 

An injunction restraining the 
Goldsmith Co. of New York from 
further violating the wage-hour 
law by having its gloves sewed 
by home workers in Puerto Rico 
at the rate of two cents an hour 
was granted in United States 
District Court. 


In many instances labor has won major 


machinery, 


Kentucky is a major mining state, ranking third in 
the nation in production of bituminous coal. 


The American Federation 
had pressed for adoption of the various laws, 


ward H. Wey 


the favorable legislation we did, ‘and might 
unable 


Kentucky was joined by Virginia and New 
Jersey this year in the enactment of measures 
setting up concilation boards in labor disputes. 

In New Jersey union and liberal forces se- 
cured passage in the assembly of bills strength- 
ening the state’s anti-child labor lawgy The 
> the upper house. 

While anti-labor elements have played a powerful part in the 
New York State GOP-dominated legislature, union forces have won 
legislation strengthening the Empire State’s “little Wagner act.” 


FCC Fights RCA Plan to 
Monopolize Television 


1 seven state legislatures in ses- 


measure declaring it to be state 


The Blue Grass State has 


. for Southern progressive ments in founding the 
ip hipaa _— greatest monopoly. He recounts 
the litigation with Western 


increases in workmen’s compen- 
and set up safety councils. 


. F terprise. 
was established to aid young men p 


He pictures the growth of the 
A. T. & T. system, the acquisition 
(the manu- 
facturing unit), the contests for 
control between rival groups, and 
competitors 
and independents in establishing 
a monopoly which is countrywide 
and combines all phases of tele- 
phone service,—including manu- 
facture of equipment,—and ex- 
tends to allied industries and to 


» state’s inhabitants are agricul- of Western Electric 


labor forms a large part of the 


the success against 


and gas resources also forms a 


assist the needy blind, aged 


of Labor, which other countries. 


ler, American Federation of La- 
said: “We would not have passed 
: country. 
ot 


to enactment 


asures.” 


prevent 


five billion dollar 


small group which is 


is hand-picked by this 
which also selects the 


sidiary companies and 


in New York. 


determination of policies. 





“The American Tel & Tel., the Story of a Great 
lished by Longmans, Green & Co.), is a fine book for anyone who wants a graphic picture 
of the telephone industry and the development of the A. T. & T. 
and succeeds in transmitting to the reader the feel of the telephone epic. 

Mr. Coon does a good job in preser 
world’s‘? 


Union, the luring of capital, the 
bluffs, the courage, and the en- 


The book on the whole is a glor- 


lauded Governor Keen Johnson for having ification of A. T. & T. . Yet 
thrown his influence behind the progressive does bring out and emphasize the 
P oe ’ > 9? TP n - 

bills. “Without the governor’s support,” Ed- fact that the system is the larg- 


est and most complete (vertical 
and horizontal) monopoly in the 


The real management of the 
organization 
rests in the president and a very 
self-per- 
petuating. The board of directors 
group, 
directors 
and principal officials of the sub- 
controls 
within the entire system the pol- 
icies and major steps of manage- 
ment through the central office 


The stockholders in reality have 
nothing to say about the selection 
of directors and officers or the 
But 


By JOHN BAUER 





entire A. T. & T. board owns less 
than one per cent. 

Hence no stockholder uprising 
is possible to challenge the self- 
perpetuating control, unless the 
dividends should be badly slashed 
—and the management will do no 





o 


Above is Tammany Judge Mc- 
Geehan, who last week assumed 


the prerogative of rejecting, on 





the basis of morals, Bertrand 
Russell, chosen by the Board of 
Higher Education for a post in 
New York’s City College 


Latest development in the case 
was McGeehan’s refusal to admit 
Russell as a party to the pro- 
ceedings. The “taxpayer's” suit, 
on which McGeehan’s decision 
was given, had been against 
Board of Higher Education, which 
had been represented by the Cor- 
poration Counsel’s office. 


the 


Monopoly,” 


by Horace Coon (pub- 


system. It is journalistic 


iting the vision, the struggles, and the accomplish- 


slashing, 

The author 
that with a countrywide monop- 
oly in a fundamental public ser- 
vice there are grave problems of 
public control. However, for any- 
one really concerned with work- 
able policies, the fails to 
present adequately the grave dif- 
ficulties encountered by public 
regulation and to outline clearly 
what is essential for coordinated 
federal, state and local control. 

On the whole, he leaves the im- 
pression that state regulation 
would be good if federal control 
were duly instituted in coordina- 
tion with the states. In this 
rather placid attitude he has 
been misled. He does not realize 
adequately the problems and the 
needs of policies, standards and 


of course realizes 


book 


techniques to make regulation ef- 
fective. 

The author accepts the fact 
that the industry 
properly a monopoly and should 
be thus recognized. He urges that 
it must be regulated, but he con- 
siders it unthinkable to break it 
up into competitive units. Like- 
wise he seems to imply that pub- 
lic ownership is quite out of the 
question. His view appears to be 
that we should accept the private 
monopoly but regulate it. 

As to regulation that would be 
effective, the author simply does 
not grasp the obstacles involved. 
While I can conceive that the pri- 
vate telephone monopoly might 
be subjected to workable public 
control, I see little likelihood of 
such attainment within 


telephone is 


a foresee- 


they have been kept happy, for A show cause order has been 
they regularly receive nine per obtained by Russell’s attorney in able future. 
son owning such a receiver would cent dividends. No single stock- an effort to have the British If there is to be private organ- 
have been completely dependent holder owns so much as one per philosopher take part the pro- ization and public control on a 
on RCA for programs. cent of the total stock, and the ceedings himself. (Continued on Page Six) 
Would End Competition 
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ing to receive RCA programs 
would be compelled to purchase 
that corporation’s sets, and com- 
petition in the industry would 
thus have been curtailed. 

Gradual extension of this proc- 
ess would have placed the televi- 
sion business, including both the 
manufacture of sets and the 
sending of programs, completely 
in the hands of the Radio Corpo- 
ration of America. 

In addition, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission pointed 
out, television is today still in 
such an early stage of develop- 


ment that sets retailed now might ing. 
be completely worthless after the d 
next few years or months. Fur- structible. 


thermore, acquisition of a mo- wing newspaper. 
nopoly by one company would 
tend to halt scientific research for 
the improvement of telecasting 
and its reception. 

Within the RCA group seeking 
to gain a monopoly in the field 
are The Bell Telephone Company, 
the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany, Farnsworth Television, 
Inc., and several other groups. 
Among RCA’s opponents are 
Paramount Pictures; its subsidi- 
ary, Dumont; and several smaller 
concerns. 

Background of last week’s or- 
der by the FCC banning the wide 
sales of television sets is the earl- 
ier commission stipulation of two 
months ago which declared that 
“Jimited commercial” operations 
of such equipment and of sending 
studios would be permitted after 
September 1. After the Febru- 
ary 29th order RCA immediately 
prepared to erect stations for 
sending from Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, and Chicago. 


Planned Ad Drive 

Two weeks ago the corporation 
contracted for advertising space 
in leading New York newspapers, 
and had its advertising battery 
geared for a campaign aimed at 
the sale of 25,000 sets in the next 
nine months. 

The FCC order dated March 23 
stopped the plans short. It defi- 
nitely banned large scale televi- 
sion operations, citing the RCA 
promotion campaign as the .spe- 
cific cause for the limiting order. 

Television manufacturers are 
now concentrating on the April 8 
hearings and are reported plan- 
ning to rest their case on the de- 
cision by the Supreme Court in 
a recent FCC suit against San- 
ders Brothers Radio Station. In 
that instance the court said that 
the “field of broadcasting is one 
of free competition,” and that it 
“is open to anyone.” 

Liberal and anti-monopoly 
forces are supporting the FCC in 
its effort to prevent any firm from 
monopolizing the radio field or 
clamping poor equipment down 
on consumers. 


the money. 


MNT 


all odds, etc. 
broke. 


flat broke. 


tion. That's all. 
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Some More Bad News 
Dear Yriends: 


Bad news travels fast, they say. 
But we don't believe 


it. 


Away back in college chem lab we learned that matter was inde- 
Our prof obviously hadn't heard of the finances of a lefi- 


And we mean that. 


Last week we were broke. 


But somewhere in all this verbiage is the very definite idea that we're 
Not just weeks behind in salary, not just a few notes protested 
here and there ... but honest to goodness, hole-in-the-seat-of-the-trousers' 


We think it rather unfair that most of the burden be carried by the 
staff members, many of whom have put in fourteen and sixteen hours a 
day running an undermanned business department or covering stories and 
tracking down information which eventually leads to The New Leader's 
constant exposures of Coughlin, Garner, the Christian Front, the Commu- 
nists’ transmission belts, and Nazi and Fascist propaganda. : 

These stories don't just roli out of the typewriter. 
of research and preparation behind many of the pieces which take just 
a few hours to write. 

We could say it with much bombast and excess verbiage, but to 
put it tersely: there never was a period in recent years when The New 
Leader was needed more; and there never was a period in the past six- 
teen years when there was greater danger of our suspending publica- 
And every word is true. 

One final drive has been devised by the manager. He has had printed 
a subscription booklet—descriptive of the features and writers in The 
New Leader—containing six dollars’ worth of subscription blanks. 

Some subs are for six months, some for a year. 
several booklets in your neighborhood, local union, or among your friends. 

Here's the letter of a man who did. 
action this week, next week this space would contain news stories and 
features instead of a hard-luck storly you'd rather not hear. Read this and 


From William Plampin, in Washington, D. C., comes the following: 
Here is six dollars for the book of subscription blanks, Nos. 537 
to 544. I will endeavor to sell them as rapidly as | am able, as | know 
you want the readers as much as you want the money. 
happened to The New Leader there would be no place to get the news 
that is vital to class conscious workers. 
The New Leader has put in too many good years of good hard 
work; the staff has done more than its share of carrying the load, to 
let your appeal go by. Right now the labor movement and, indeed, 
the country, need The New Leader more than ever and | hope the 
comrades come through the way they should. 
You do not make such appeals unless the situation is really grave 
—so | am ready and willing to respond. It is not a case of the shep- 
herd boy crying “wolf” such as is a regular feature of aother paper 
that I could mention. 
My best wishes for the 
good work of the paper. 
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From our grim-faced colleagues in the 
business office we learn that last week's appeai attracted about as much 
attention as an electric light bulb on Times Square. 

Which reminds us of the theatrical district, which in turn brings to 
mind the Rialto Theatre, which conjures up horror pictures, which reminds 
us of our bank account. And there you have something—or rather, noth- 


After much scurrying, browbeating, and 
waving of dangerous-looking, !cng-pronged editorial shears, we raised 
But our printers still have that lean and hungry look... 
and our zoological journals report that printers when unpaid will fight 
with superhuman ingenuity, using a basic stratagem of refusing to permit 
the pressmen to put the forms on the machine. . . 

Maybe we're not being very funny. 
the sense of being "stout feliahs"—you know, carrying on in the face of 


Maybe we don't quite get over 


If all our readers took the same 
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There are weeks 
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You can easily sell 


If anything 


success of this drive and the continued 
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Books and Writers 


By ELIAS L. TARTAK : 





Alice in Hitlerland 
you gy Phere “— a 


movil informative, and 
Ziemer’s n 
Patsy’s 
in Berlin, 
the head of 
from American 
or other reasons were 
There 
girls, with 
tnem. 
Patsy and her parents had, hence, unusual 
opportunities to observe the pre-Hitler and, 


write a 
read 


could 
Well, 


of 12 
book. 


girl 
sad 


very 
Patsy 
moi 





who, for severa] years, lived 
an American journalist and 
American school. The pupils of the school came 
families which for business 
domiciled in Berlin. 

German boys and 
children among 


are Americans 
Mr. Ziemer 


parents 
where Was 


an 


few 
Jewish 


7 
were aiso a 


ome 





later, Hitler’s Germany. As seen through 
Patsy’s eyes, the picture is comical, tragic, 
and always intensely touching. 
Patsy must have journalism in her Elias Tartak 
blood. 
Hans, the Nazi 
ATSY’S first encounter with Nazism occurred some time be- 
fore Hitler’s advent to power. 


Nazism was then represented by Hans, the janitor’s boy, who 


into the Americans’ 


once came home to tell them: “Amcerikaner 
raus! Amerikaner sind Juden.’ Needless to say. the Ziemers are 


“Arya . 

Hans was drunk, not on! “blutberauseht.” He 
had tasted He had fight with anti-Nazi 
workers and several men had been killed on both sides. 

But thi months before Hitler’s triumph, and 








with beer but 


) ] % - 1 ; 
blood, iken part in a 


Hans was final]; ippeased.” Later, Hans became an important 
Nazi official. 

The real trouble for Patsy and her parents began when. 
Hitler became chancellor. Fi: Nazi schoo! authorities eyed 
with suspicion an American sehool, with some German and 
Jewish boys in it. 

All sort of offieials and departments began harrying the school 
and kept up the good w« ong as the Ziemers lived in Ger- 


many. It was all done with German thoroughness and method. 
Then came the purges and the general Nazification of Ger- 
man life. It is most inte though almost embarrassing, 





» watch the events and i s as reflected in a child’s soul. 








On the one hand, there was much that Patsy loved in Ger- 
many. The people and the children were friendly; they loved 
musie and songs. -atsy traveled a good deal and saw much of 
Germany’s landscape, » old quaint cities. 

But so many families were engulfed in the terror and regi- 
mentation that even the children learned to fear and to dissemble 
It Is All Verboten 
pater ws her experiences in Germany with shrewd and ob- 

serving eyes. The few trips she took, together with her parents, 





. : : Sepp : 
to Yugoslavia and other countries outside of Germany, helped her 
to compare notes. 

“au iz £ ahi ee yn? 3 ‘opms ix ¢ ej ; i 
The list of things “‘verbote In Germany is amusing and irri- 
tating even at this distance. 


‘ things, to sing Negro spirituals 








n ¢ 

\ s } ’ the fight she had with German officials over 
her dog Waldi would do credit to any adult writer. It was all 

er a matter of dog taxes. 

a ly ut with honors even, but one can feel 
th > child of any future conflicts with a Ger- 
n ER. 

dult ( hould arise, the book 
abou Each li as written by Patsy 
her father extensive observations and foot- 

at help for us “oldsters.” 






so Obviou 


ly that of an intelligent child brought 
tic family t 


there is no doubt in this reader’s 





of 


authenticity her writings. For a child it is 
for an adult it would require the genius of a Mark 
Twain so well to imitate a Wd? psi holoe. 


» the 





Patsy Fights Hitler 








B° rHIe time Hitler was ready to destroy Poland, Patsy had 
had enough of him. Th vents concurred with Patsy. They 
managed, though no ithout difficulties, to get out of Germany. 
: > . . . . . 4 
Now Patsy here, in her parent’s country. Her opinions are 
empnat sne rele America There j plenty of butter here 
niforms to speak of, and so few things are “verhoten” that 
Patsy is all for de 
Throughout the intel ing, f ] ippi 
i o h interesting, frequently gripping and 
quaintly powerful. Even children feel the indecency of the dic- 


rs and thelr untior 


Mi, Ziemer’s eluc 


y, Patsy walks : 


med hangmen. 





tions are not to be overlooked. 


But, de- 


Patsy has done a good 





Way With the show 
y work 


to help lick Hitler 
The book } 


ought to be read. It will be read. 


TWO THOUSAND AND 
Haype 


TEN DAYS OF HITLER, by Patsy 
and Brothers, New York, 1940 
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Question Unanswered 


By Daniel Bell 























Hi‘ KS takes six writers whom he labels “figures of transition’’* 
transition from the Victorian to our modern era—and at- 
npts to interpret them as individuals responding to the social 
qd eeconon ¢ ts of their day. 
\ th the exception of his first two chapters on the Victorian 
background an 1 William Morris, the rest of the book—which deals 
Thomas Hardy, Samuel Butler, George Gissing, Osear Wilde 
und Rud Kip] suffers from a confusion in classification 
of tnese writers, from sketchy treatment, and often from gross 
judgment 
t] ‘ chanical attenn ' : i 
\ 10U * Mechanica: attempts at a Marxist interpretation 
ic arred The Great Trac * are softened, Hicks evades 
essential*keynote of a “sociology of literature.” 
I ot enou fill in € socio-economic background; it 
so necessa} ) ‘ e esthetic values to those sociologica! 
acto I m te a writer. 
A person is 1 a good author because he writes a proletarian 
? el, ; hss ing u bad write pecause ne extols imperialism. 
While Hicks avoids this old “party-line” approach, he misses 
he central problem which he as ®@———————________ 
t Mat ist ( _— 
ee | ks | ta ree os 
FIGURES OF TRANSITION: ooks you CAN'T afford 4 
; 4 sj : F ‘ q 
iG Hicks: Maemillan: to miss at prices you ; 
e 9 5 , 
$2 50 CAN afford to pay!!! 
4 
~~ ASSIGNMENT IN UTOPIA 3 
THE NEW LEADER 1s published EUGENE LYONS ’ 
couse Saterday by The New Leader (Originally $3.50) 
ublishing Association, 7 E. 15th St., 
New York. N.Y.; Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. AMERICA'S 60 FAMILIES ¢ 
Vi 1. XXII Sat.. April 6, 1940 No. 14 FERDINAND Lt NDBERG , 
Entered as Second Class Matter, Jan- (Originally $3.75) : : 
ek 19, 1924, at the Post Office at New p f : 
fork, under the act of March 3, 1879. oth for Onl 7 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: y $2.69 : 
b Your pERa SK ANU MER OLED SURE HS $1.00 We pay postage anywhere in U.S. 
New York City Renewals........ 2.00 . 
1 Year to Foreign Coantries..... 5.006 RAND BOOK STORE 7 
B DORR GO COMO sc occcs cts vrees -50 7 E. 15th St.. N. ¥.C. 7 
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Last Call for Reservations for the 





17th Anniversary New Leader Banquet 


Featuring a Symposium on Mankind at the Crossroads 


Davis Alexander Kahn Eugene Lyons 


James Oneal 


Benjamin Stolberg 


Louis Waldman 


SUNDAY, 6 P.M. 
APRIL 7, 1940 


$2.50 per Plate 





Adolph Held, Chairman 
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By Charles Edward Russell 
The News Reel 


"ERE stupidities of Cliveden are monumental. 

Out of the European fog and muddle the one thing per- 
fectly clear and obvious is that civilized men, enlightened men, 
reasoning men in every_part ofi the world are utterly sick of the 
conditions that have brought about these two wars. To any plain, 
practical proposal to abolish such conditions and make them im- 
possible, all such men everywhere would give an eager and effec- 
tive hupport. All they require is some 
clear, definable undertaking to deal with the 
underlyittg economic incitements to these 
conflicts; some discernible plan by which col- 
lective security may have teeth and be itself 
secure; some plan of a genuine union to 
block the aggressor when his aggression be- 
gins; some bond of protection for the weak 
nation against the powerful bully; some 
reason to hope that in the smallest nation 
life may hereafter be led otherwise than in 
daily terror of the international bandit; 
some purpose of union; some indication of 
a recognition of the vital and indispensable 
foundation principle that henceforth the 
injury of one of us is the concern of 
all of us. 

An intimation that such men looked with more or less of 
hope toward the Allies for such promise of dependable peace 
seems to have seeped into the Cliveden intelligence, for there 
is issued a kind of official proclamation of Allied intentions 
when the war shall be won. 

And how? 

To make the Alliance perpetual. Neither to make peace with- 
out the other. And then to rebuild Europe. 

How rebuild it? Not stated. Just “rebuild” it. 

All men of the order I have been speaking of will know in 
their hearts that if Europe is to be rebuilt on the old founda- 
tions and according to the old architecture, another peace will 
be nothing but another truce. 








Chamberlain 


For United States 
Consumption 


VIDENCES abound that Cliveden puts forth this phooey with 
an eye to American sympathy. The next day we are told 
that a new propaganda movement will soon begin to urge these 
ideas upon the American mind. The effort may as well be spared. 
Nobody in America more than nine years old is likely to be 
much moved by such an appeal. But it isn’t only America that 
the Allies need; it is the verdict in their favor of the civilized 
world, more effective than airplane bombers or new troops from 
New Zealand. But it is too much to expect that Cliveden should 
know history. It does not know, for example, that when the 
Eman‘pation Proclamation convinced civilization that the Union 
government in the American Civil War actually meant to abolish 
slavery, the Union government became invulnerable. 
Even a nation of Goebbels’ could not stand against the unani- 


mous condemnation of Mankind. 


Hold the Line for 
Stocks and Bonds 


Natl was a 

industrialists by Presic 
facturers’ Association. Even th« ust have felt 
the pulses leap and bound at the Awake, 
Arouse, or be forever fallen! To arms, to arms, the forces of 


subversion and foreign isms are Come forth to battle 


fellow 
e National Manu- 


ent forth to his 
of th 


susceptible 


blood-stirring clarion call 









sea ig summons, 


upon us. 





for truth, for religion, for virtue, for the inalienable right of 
man to gyp his fell n wit wer & ! That 





insidious and 
threatens the 
with the vile 
of olding companies and 
this time when, if things 
can cut another melon! 


or 


restless foe, the public ownership of public utilities, 
church, the fireside, the home! Down 
intruder and fundamental liberties 
fictitious Particularly at 
continue to go all right with us, we 


state, the 


vindicate our 


stock issues! 


Thus, waving his sword, General Prentis marshalls the 
hosts. All of his preparations for battle seem admirably taken, 
but what will most arouse a general enthusiasm, I think, is 
his discovery that the stock dividend is of divine origin and 
inseparably connected with liberty of conscience. 


The Skeletons 
Rattle Like Thunder 
ERSONALLY, what I 
elosures now going on in 
I fear me it will be 
plotted, originated and 


fear most from these documentary dis- 


Warsaw is something more serious. 


United States 
that it might 


’ ) 
plannea, 


annex 


] ) } +hat h 
disclosed that the 


fomented the war 


Germany and so claim Adolf Hitler as an American citizen. 
Also, of course, that it might monopolize for its own selfish, 
sordid aims, those well-springs of moral and intellectual exalta- 





] 


tion, of incomparable well 


ethical and political grandeur known 
to bubble over in the Wilhelmstrasse and to have been long the 
insatiable envy of the American State Department. This would 
be the revelation of our nation’s shame calculated to cause every 
American to hang the humiliation. It is suggested in 
Washington that it would also be hould 
show that Secretary Hull murdered his grandmother and General 
Pershing was John Dillinger’s lieutenant. This, , would cast 
a gloom over the land but nothing equal to the deep degradation 
of the other. 


head with 
painful if the documents 





The Wind Blows 
Well for Ham 


from these docu 


UT if it cause pain in any quarter to learn 
ments that the United States, professing peace, has been 
driving the gentle and peace-lovi Germans into a war they 





plished to at 





abhor, we must recognize that good has 
least one and suffering the failure la 


European expedition to prevent the war, Representative 











sad soul. Since summer 


of his 





Ham Fish has been living that obscurity most hateful and 
baneful to his system. For as much as eight months he has 
chafed in the dressing tent with not one ray from the limelight 





countenance. With the news from 
dressing room, radiant in new grease 
into the center of the ring, and 
voice: 


falling upon his 
Warsaw he leaped from the 
paint, turned three somersaults 
cried aloud-in the old : 

“Here we are again. I will now impeach Ambassador 


expressive 


familiar 


By All Means, Let 
Him Keep Looking! 
OUNG Mr. Dewey 


of his intelle 





las been turning the powerful engine 





economics, and though t 





















to him, already he has achieved results quite astonishing. a 
discovered, for example, the Cause of Depression. It is the 
New Deal, 

Univ acceptance t tt! remarkable co 1 WwW 
probably | v at firs se of the ! matter of Chronolog 
Literal minds there are that will at once object that since the 
depression began in October, 1 New Deal was 
heard of until almost four ve t 





not have been the 
But those that reason 


They overlook the rec 


could 














October, 929, had ever hea 
events cast th sna as in t 
captains of istry a } 
vague, overwhelming ter, wl 
course the New Deal. vy the 
the collapse followed. 
I hope young Mr. Dewey's « : nto th alm. of thought 
will bring him no reproach, no ridicule On the contrary, let 


encourage him in his unwonted endeavors. The net yesults of his 
first efforts may not be of the world-beating order, but think what 
he may come upon if he will only keep on! 
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WHY OUMANSKY FAILED 





Above are scenes of Red Army activity in Finland. Because of Russia's 
drive on the Finns, the U. S. wiil continue its moral embargo on the Soviets, 
Secretary Hull this week told Russian Ambassador Oumansky {below}. 
The Russian envoy had asked for closer Washington-Moscow relations. 


London-Jap 
Oil Deal Eases 


Strain in East 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

BRUSSELS.—Allied diplomatic 
activity in the Orient apparently 
has finished breaking ground for 
the armed forces which from now 


on will hit the headlines there 
more and more as the troops 
move to prevent the Reich navy 


from taking advantage of a sub- 
marine basé in Far Eastern Rus- 
sian territory, and as the French 
naval units tighten the 
around I preventing 


blockade 


Germany by 





transshipment of neutral good 

into the Reich via Vladivi k. 
Diplomatic circles here were 

interested in the startling news 


of a petroleum deal between Lon- 


don and Tokyo which permits the 
British-owned Anglo-Iranian Oil 
















Company to sell more than 
1,000,000 barrels of crude oil t 
the Nipponese Mitsubishi Oil 
Company, where it will be re- 
fined. 

It is intimated here that Japan 
has made 


concessions to the 
Allies in i if 


hew sources of oil 


order to 








machine. he past it has been 


supplied by oil companies on th 
U. S. west coast. 


Anti-Japanese feeling 


in Amer- 


the moral 





bargo into a legal 


Nipponese are ta 









sali answers 





an important diplomatic ques- 
tion. It means that Japan will 
continue to its military 
ac t ) nd not at- 
t tt to Use lo pene- 





trate the 


many lucrative South- 

east Asian territories of the 
European empires. 

Such an agreer vith the 

Mikado ves € fre to 





concentrate on the continent in- 
stead of worrying about dis- 
tributing sufficient armies to )pro- 


+ + 


tect India, 
East Indies, 

Tension } England 
Japan was heightened by Tx 
armies 


Indo-China, and the 


tween 





taking South China 


ovel 
ports, isolating Hong Kong, oecu- 


ying strategic Hainan, and mov- 





ge up to the a 


and fertile 





cluding the 


Burma, A 





Near Allies’ Colonies 
In the past Britain and Frar 
suffered evere loss¢ 
cause of Japa new order” 
the ent. The heaviest blow 





hen the Nipponese occu- 


ton in October, 1958. 





France’ 


and Hy 


newly de 


Ind ~ 


} tls 
eC 





ng Kong, not far from the 





Cam Ranh. Anoth 


ch as well as British in- 





Bor- 


Thus the Japanese havi 
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tea, copra tobacco, palm 
oil, and coffe 1d in them. 











AFL Pledges Aid 
To Exiled Reich 
Labor Movement 


nember of 
ial Demo- 
left 


Friedrich Stampfer, 





the executive of the S 














cratic Party of 
Ne York last Th April 
1,0 j yack to France, 
i t n and 
inancial support of the Amer- 
Federation of Labor. 

I A. Re OF S vhich con- 
tributed $500 to German L 
b Delegation in U.S. is 

led i to coop vith ne 
underground labor n ment in 
Germany, of which Stampfer is 


pokesman. Both A. F. of In 
and the Jewish Labor Committee 
to the German 
’ appeal for 








de- 
ered by Stampfer to the Fed- 
executive committee at 
meeting last Februar) 
‘ illiam Green sent an officia 
appeal to AFL national 


ns, the 





and in 





ul combined 
hip of which is 425,000, 
them oO @I\ ill possible 


asking them to give all ; 


the German Labor 











gation, of which Albert 
is chairman and Dr. 
cs secretary, 1S 
representative of the 
German Social Democratic move- 
ment wo 1 round in the 
Reich for overthrow of the 
] eg 
One « nce of the effect 
ness of the AFL’s appeal was 
given T lay, March 21, when 
Stampfe 1ailed on his ap- 
earant fore tne Central 
Trade ind Labor Council of 
Gre N representing 
, P 000 Federatior 
em 
Sta lie t¢ 
ved by rsement of hi 
»peal by 7 Murtha, presi- 
ier : Cer Trades and 
I ( m tine wa 
en! he systematic 
ampalgn begun by the German 
Labor Delegation to rally the 
AFI i Stampfer’ 
7 : “1 
f i rial ce 


_ BinyonSpeakson 
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By M. V. Halushka 
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CHICAGO ACW PROVIDES 
SOCIAL INSURANCE 





A . a 1 aeatn bene- 
i ion, t 
e Amal- 
g Worker ha 
ay . os 
1 ince compar 
s " ve . 
4 , 
4 Az reacned 
sy and the 
inion where! each party will 


contribute 142% of weekly wages. 
As the.assets of the cornoration 





U.S. LeadSeen 
Going to Reich 
Via Neutrals 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Neu- 
tral purchases from the United 
States of raw materials formerly 
bought in quantity by Germany 
and used in war industries have 
increased sensationally since the 
outbreak of the war in Europe, 
according to a survey conducted 
recently. * 

Lead and copper found new 
markets in countries adjacent to 
Germany which did not purchase 
these materials from the United 
States in previous years, the sur- 
vey found. Observers believe the 
metal ultimately is used for the 
Reich war machine. 


Belgium, which bought only 
56,000 pounds of lead during 


the entire year of 1938, bought 
3,149,000 pounds during Decem- 
ber, 19389, and January, 1940; 
the Netherlands, which purchased 
only a little solder in 1938, bought 
2,802,000 pounds of lead in the 
single month of January, 1940. 
Hungary bought nothing in 
1938 and purchased 1,994,000 
pounds in December and January. 
In South America, Peru increased 
its purchases from 16,000 pounds 
in 1938 to 451,000 pounds in De- 
cember and January, while Chile 
purchased 95,000 pounds in 1938 
and 473,000 pounds in the 
two months. 
Copper Sales High 
Germany, which bought 2,- 
185,000 pounds of lead in 1938, 
is not credited with a single di- 
rect purchase since the start of 
the war. 
Neutral 


« } ati 
and Latin 


Same 


countries in Europe 
America boosted the 
rate of their purchases of refined 
copper from the United States in 
the five-month war period—Sep- 
tember, 1939, through January, 
1940—to levels far above those of 
the entire year of 1938—appar- 
ently to compensate for United 
States copper exports to Ger- 
many (148,666,000 pounds in 
1958) which dropped to zero 
after the war started. 

Russia’s purchases jumped from 
110,359 pounds in 1938 to 98,- 
702,000 pounds during the first 
five months of the war in the 
same periods; Switzerland’s pur- 
increased from 1,296,000 
pounds to 9,648,000 pounds; Hun- 
gary’s from 3,079,000 pounds to 
970,000 pounds. 

Brazil Purchases Soar 

Italy, which purchased 43,- 
747,000 pounds of copper in the 
full year 1938, bought 26,773,000 


pounds 


chases 








during the first months 





of the war; Sweden, 37,.250.000 
pounds in 19388 and 19,536,000 
pounds during the five war 
months; the Netherlands, 13,- 


780,000 pounds and_ 8,026,000 
pounds in the same periods. 
Brazil’s purchases increased 
from 3,479,000 pounds in 1938 to 
4,960,000 pounds during the five 
while Mexico 
boug 1958 
and 1,336,000 pounds during the 
first five months of the war. 


months’ war period, 





2,038,000 pounds in 





increase, other social benefits will 


be added. 
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Sears, Roebuck Agrees 
To End Fake Ads 


WASHINGTON, D Se 
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By Dick Reynard 


Workers Abroad 


EADLINE for revolution in Mexico was supposely the end of 
h, but presidential candidate Almazan, Gold Shirt hero, 








March, 
produced no barricades despite his poor chance for election on July 
first. Competent observers report that Cardenas’ federal officials 
have been discovering huge arms caches every week. 

One of the largest rebel gun stocks uncovered was recently 
found in Cuetzala de Progreso, on the estate of Senor Eligio Apa- 
tiga, Almazan’s close friend and pa: associate. This miniature 
magazine held 30 machine guns, 1,000 rifles, and 1,000,000 rounds 
of ammunition. 

Similar weapons were seized at Tlacotepec. site of the 
headquarters of formr German Nazi agent B. Walter, one of 
the leading Almazanists. 

But the Gold Shirts and their presidential front don’t monopo- 
lize Mexican intrigue. The Comintern continues to concentrate 
its important agents—not to mention funds 
which are reported to be larger than recent 
appropriations to the U. S. Communist Party— 
in Mexico City. 

Nor are the Almazanists the only ones arm- 
ing themselves. Mexican Party sources reveal, 
through some of their inner party literature, 
that labor chief Lombardo Toledano has out- 
fitted a “workers’ army” numbering some 
10,000. May Day will see an exhibition of the 
military marching technique into which Soviet 
army agents have drilled well-trusted members 
of the Mexican Confederation of Labor. 











The United States swarms with rumors of 
guns and munitions going to both sides in Cardenas 
Mexico. Some Latin-American ministers even 


sut competent State 
to keep peace 
by the losing 
unanimity in 


predict revolution within the next month. 
Department observers count on President Cardenas 
at least until the July election. After that, revolt 
side is almost certain—unless the Moscow-Berlin 


Europe extends into Mexico and develops into a two-sided offen- 


sive against U. S. influence throughout South and Central 
America. , au ; 

Despite the series of purges launched inside the official 
Mexican Federation of Labor (CTM) by Toledano, the anti- 


Stalinite forces in the Federation have the bulk of the member- 
ship with them but are up against the closely knit minority- 
controlled machinery of the C.P. 

Moscow pressure on Toledano is reported to be terrific. All 
those in the CTM not unconditionally tied to the Comintern 
policies are being sliced off the labor movement. 

This policy has split the CTM wide open; scores of local union 
the slated for the Toledano 
UNIONS their leaders out of the 


pact, are 


will follow 


officers, alienated by 
guillotine. Many 
federation. 
To bolster 
Mexican citizenship 


Party is pushing into 
Spaniards who owe 


its ranks, the Communist 
thousands of refugee 
their escape from Spain to the Stalinite control of resettlement 
agencies. All emigres eligible citizenship if they can 
prove that they were born in Spain and have taken up perma- 
nent residence in Mexico. Naturalization is then granted without 
further formalities at the discretion of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

With Gold Shirts the rapidly increasing tribe of 
Comintern agencies deciding Mexican polities, it begins to appear 
that much more than the weather will be hot below the Rio Grande. 

* * 
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“Peace at Any Price" Advocates 

Unpopular in Britain, France 
IGHTING on “peace front” in the British Empire—with 
the American isolationists cheering as usual on the sidelines— 


the 








has been more active than scrapping on the Maginot Line. Al- 
though Herbert Morrison, leader of the London County Council, 
estimated last week that only one per cent of Britain’s people 


was behind the “end-the-war” movement, pacifists in this country 
are still thundering about “working class revolt against the im- 
perialist war.” 

According to dispatches from London, Morrison reports that 
recent peace votes among scattered groups of trade union workers 
and others, including the ILP, was due “largely to the influence 
of Communists and ‘peace at any price’ advocates.” From Paris 
comes the news that only seven Socialist deputies voted against 
a policy of supporting Premier Reynaud’s intensification 
campaign. 

And among those who voted for backing the new cabinet’s 
efforts was the Paul Faure group which, until a few months 
ago, was extremely pacifist. 

Herbert Morrison, Leon Blum, Paul Faure and the many other 
Second International leaders close to events in 
Europe can match their Socialism with those 
in this country who complacently shout imto 
nationally hooked up microphones that the 
issue is, “Do you want war or peace?” Amer- 
ican isolationists hallelujahed Munich, too. 

Meanwhile the British War Office has given 














war 





instructions that a conscientious objector 
(C.0.) must not be made to bear arms or do 
Leon Blum arms training of any kind. There are within 





the structure of the Army itself various corps 

regarde das non-combatant, but even these are eliminated for 
C.O.s, who are to be assigned to mechanical, dental, and pay corps. 
During the week, support of the anti-Nazi war came from 
80,000 South African workers organized in South African 
Trades and Labor Council. A vote of 29 to 22 defeated a reso- 


the 


lution asking for immediate cessation of the war. The motion 
was introduced by the Communist-controlled Garment Workers’ 


Union. 


Latvia Girds for ‘ 


Defense Against Moscow 











A* interesting item—overlooked entirely the melange of 
European politics—has turned up in the Swedish press and 
reveals that Scandinavian editors expect the next big news souree 
to break in the Baltics. Conviction is growing among the Baltic 
people that Russia will shortly move to incorporate them in real 
PE zg hior 
his conviction is particularly strong in Latvia. where the 
government prepares the people for actual physical resistance 
} € 1 € hat Allied i uld get 








The Russians e pressing for the suppression of the Latvian 
luntary national guard, w i 30,000 strong. Interested ob- 
el are com g on ) Jliday” which Latvian War 
Minister M. Ba 1 € irs easter ection of the 


nd of aid, 
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Col. F. C. Harrington, WPA 
administrator, who reports 
800,000 will lose WPA jobs 
by June unless funds are 
forthcoming. 


No Cure Yet 
Found for 
Silicosis 

ilico 

GENEVA. —No silicosis cure 
has been found and elimination 
of dust from work places is the 
only effective preventive of the 
dread disease, expert opinion 
compiled by the I! 
Labor Office here is agreed. 

Drawing a distinction between 
silicosis and other lung affections, 
expert opinion is also agreed that 
X-rays alone determine 
the extent to which silicosis has 
incapacitated a worker. 

Specially trained physicians, 
equipped with X-ray facilitic 
are needed for the satisfactory 
diagnosis of early silicosis, the 
eonference found. 

Since the first international sil- 
icosis conference, called by the 
International Labor Office at Jo- 
hannesburg in 1930, “marked 
progress” has been achieved in 
the field of research, according to 
the report; similarly, “much has 
been achieved in recent times in 
recognition of the danger of dust, 
as evidenced by various laws and 
regulations that have been intro- 
duced to control dust.” More than 
45 countries now list silicosis in 
their workmen’s compensation 
legislation. 

No cure fer silicosis or means 
of stimulating the elimination of 
silica from lungs have yet been 
discovered, the authorities report. 
In the field of prevention, they 
agreed that only the elimination 
of dust from working environ- 
ments was effective. 
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HICAGO and Los Angeles are 


for whatever political disturbances may be in store for the 


nation south of our border. In 


ritish Labor Chooses to Defend Empire 


Rather Than See All Europe Go Totalitarian 


By JOHN DAVIS 
Memb« y Glasgow City Counreil 

LASGOW, Scotiand.—-When the 1939 August-Septem- 

ber crisis broke everybody in Britain feared 
Everybody, that is, except the British Communists. They 
knew better. They had special information not vouch- 
safed to anyone else that Mr. Chamberlain was again go- 
ing to sacrifice another smal] nation with a bigger Munich 
sell-out. 

Every issue of their small daily newspaper warned the 
British people of the imminence of this grave betrayal of 
courageous little Poland. 

In pursuing this policy the Communists were backing 
a political winner since the British people had become 
completely disillusioned on the appeasement policy of the 
National Government. While no other group was quite 
as noisy as the Communists all were equally determined 
to resist the further growth of fascism in Europe. 

There was a smai] pro-Nazi group which declared that 
Danzig was not worth the life of a single British soldier 
but generally the British people were stirred by the goose- 
stepping of Hitler’s blackguards across the territories 
of the small independent states in Europe, Whatever our 
views of the internal arrangements of any of these small 
states might be we were united in our determination that 
no Fascist or Nazi state must be permitted to continue 
to ride roughshod over them. 

a“ a 


war. 





* 

N GIVING noisy expression to this instinctive attitude 

of the British nation the Communists enjoyed a degree of 
popularity never before experienced in their history. Rid- 
ing on the crest of this wave of popularity the Commu- 
nists in Great Britain were making inroads into even the 
most orthodox organizations. Church and welfare organi- 
zations were honeycombed with young enthusiasts of the 
Comintern. Strong anti-fascist resolutions were being 
passed by most unlikely organizations; the old but ever 
new tactic of boring from within was showing its fruits. 

Then came the Nazi-Soviet pact. Everyone was stunned. 
Instinctively we felt that we had been betrayed but our 
intellectual pride would not allow us to accept the fact 
that the great “Socialist Fatherland” had sold the pass. 

Our Communist friends were no help to us in our diffi- 
culty. They only saw in the pact a great strategical 
action that would insure the peace of the world. Again 
our instinct told us that whatever, it did the Nazi-Soviet 
agreement did not insure peace to the world. We had 
not long to wait to see that our instinctive response was 
rignt. 

According to the British miniature Pravda the Anglo- 
French-Soviet pact of mutual assistance could still go 
on in spite of the specific declaration in Article 4 of 
the Nazi-Soviet pact that such an arrangement was 
barred. 












HEN the fateful Friday came and Hitler marched 
into Poland the Communist Party of Great Britain 
—not a few leaders, but the entire party—urged Poland 
to resist and promised on behalf of the entire working 
class of Britain—our Communists might not be able to 
elect a parish councillor but they always spoke for the 
entire working class—-full support to crush the fascist in- 
vader. 
The leader of the Communist Party, Mr. Harry Pollitt, 
lashed out at those superior revolutionaries who met this 


Mexican Rightist Junta Seeks 
Franco’s Way Through Almazan 


By BRYCE OLIVER 
News Commentator at Station WEVD, New York 


the centers of Mexican intrigue 


the Mexican colony of Chicago 


vital problem with only revolutionary phrases. He said: 

“To stand aside from this conflict, to contribute only 
revolutionary sounding phrases, while the Fascist beasts 
ride roughshod over Europe would be a betrayal of every- 
thing our forebears fought to achieve in the course of long 
years of struggle against capitalism.” 

This indeed was, and is, the mistake of all the small left 
wing groups in British politics facing the present emer- 
gency. They demand Socialist solutions, final and com- 
plete, all else being deemed illusion. That Mr. Pollitt has 
now joined this group of phrase-mongers is a significant 
reflection on the twists of conscience and beliefs that are 
required to meet the needs of Moscow. 

The issue, however, did not seem so simple to the vast 
mass of the workers in Britain. It was not simply a prob- 
lem of presenting a Socialist theory. It seemed to us Brit- 
ish workers that we were faced with a struggle to main- 
tain the civilized methods of solving our problems with- 
out which all the progressive forces in Europe are slated 
for a blood-bath and concentration camps. 

+ + - 


HATEVER changes later developments ereated. in 
Communist policy the early days of the war found 
the British Communist policy declaring that only two 
possibilities faced the world. Either a divided demo- 
cratic world would allow the fascist beast to eat up 
every small independent nation in Europe and _ finally 
consume even the larger democracies, or an unbreakable 
peace combination of the demovratic powers which would 
hold the Fascist advance. 

Then something happened in British Communist cir- 
cles. The inner group of the party which appoints the 
paid functionaries without even the pretense of demo- 
cratic selection, sacked Mr. Pollitt from his position of 








4/4 4/ 
Peace 


HERE has been much talk in this 

country of the “delusion” of the 
British Labor Party, much criticism 
of the part it is playing in the drive 
to end Hitlerism. Many American 
isolationists have been pointing to 
the alleged peace drive which is sup- 
posed to be sweeping England. 
With this in mind, the pacifists here 
attack Major Attlee, Herbert Morri- ae 
son, and Arthur Greenwood, leaders 
of the British Labor Party, as sup- A. Greenwood 
pressors of opinion within the organization. 
Here is an analysis of the success of “peace now” can- 
didates in many British elections. In the accompany- 
ing article are also traced the maneuvers of the British 
Communist Party. 
The writer is intimately familiar with Labor politics, 
having been in the Labor Party for years. He is at 
present an important member of the Glasgow City 
Council. Glasgow is the center of ILP “peace” strength 
and the logical city from which to analyze such “anti- 
war” sentiment. 
Mr. Davis will from time to time send similar articles 
on Britain’s labor movement. 














and the exiles interested in the elections insist ‘ 
that Communism js to blame for their plight. Se 
They do not expect to win a free election in 
Mexico, but they talk of the possibility of the 
military taking over the conduct of the coming 


general secretary of the party. 

Another leader, J. R. Campbell, was also reduced 
the ranks, 

This was done quietly and without consultation with 
the rank and file of the party. For almost’a week active 
labor workers confided to each other the rumored news 
that the politieal pontiffs of the Kremlin had been fired. 
The only people who did not know of their loss were 
the members of the Communist Party, Finally it was is- 
sued as a piece of startling news to an already informed 
world. 

Then the party which had been built during the last 
five years on a single political plank found that plank 
drawn away from under it. The whole conception of poli- 
tics had to be altered. 

A Popular Front for the preservation of democracy and 
peace was no longer conceivable. The simple people who 
had worked themselves to the bone for this policy found 
that it had now to be denounced. Capitalist democracy, 
which had so much virtue hitherto, now became worse 
than any fascist system. 

Even facts of history had no longer any validity. 
Instead of the war arising from the German invasion of 
Poland it now is presumed to have arisen from some eso- 
terie cause connected with the nature of British im- 
perialism. The real warmonger is now known to all good 
Communists to be the British empire. 

& * * 


to 


HE “fascist beasts” ride roughshod over Europe with 

the open support of the Comintern factions in every 
country in the world. Mr. Pollitt has apologized for 
what he called “an impermissible infraction,” thus creat- 
ing unending fun for the waggishly inclined. 

As it became clear that Russia had become part of 
Germany’s war plans the British Communists were placed 
in some awkward contradictions. At one time they could 
be found urging the Poles to resist Hitler the while they 
were applauding Stalin’s advance into another part of the 
country. 

The latter invasion was justified by the Communists 
because it prevented the whole of Poland from falling 
into the hands of the Nazis. The handing over to the 
Nazis of over half a million people around Vilna was 
justified on the contrary premise that Russia was not 
out to take imperialist plums. You pay your money; you 
get your choice of excuses. 

Then came the invasion of Finland, This was justified 
by the Nazi-Communists because of the horrible anti- 
working class record of General Mannerheim. Apparently 
the Russian government did not know of this record in 
1935 when it signed a ten-year non-aggression pact with 
the same people. Had this Mannerheim been prepared to 
give away portions of Finnish territory another binding 
pact of friendship would have been made by these high 
prineipled paragons. 

The past record of “Comrade Hitler” is apparently no 
obstacle to a non-aggression pact and extensive trade 
pact, and most people believe a secret militarly pact be- 
tween Russia and Germany. That Chiang Kai Shek mur- 
dered 200,000 Chinese workers because they were sup- 
posed to be sympathetic to Communism has not adversely 
affected the Chinese Nationalist-Russian Communist line 
up in the far east. 

(Continued on Page Seven) 





U..S. Ambassador to France, 
William Bullitt, whose recall 
was urged this week by pro< 

Nazi Hamilton Fish. 


U.S. Payment 
To Jobless 
Near Billion 


WASHINGTON, D. C, — Ine 
surance paid to unemployed men 
and women under the Social Se- 
curity Act’s unemployment ‘com- 
pensation system is nearing the 
billion-dollar mark, Federal Se- 
curity Administrator Paul V. Me- 
Nutt announces. 

The Social Security Board subé 
mitted a report to MeNutt show- 
ing that $910,398,418 has been diss 
tributed by the 48 states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Alaska, and Ha- 
waii, during the approximately 
two years this plan has been in 
operation. 

New York Leads in Payments 

The board says that New York 
has paid out $181,723,394 to in- 
sured workers; Pennsylvania, 
$134,191,418; California, $73,034,- 
732; Indiana, $28,258,533; Ohio, 
$28,189,891; Michigan, $80,765, 
191; Illinois, $24,101,772, and 
Texas started paying benefits in 
January, 1938; Indiana in April, 
1938; Ohio in January, 1939, and 
Illinois in July, 1939. 

Administrator McNutt was in- 
formed by the board that $44,- 
328,375 has been paid out by the 
states to 1,354,982 insured work- 
ers during February. This was 8 
per cent above the January pay- 
ments. Benefit payments in Feb- 
ruary rose for the fourth consee- 
utive month. 
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Serbs, Croats, Slovenes 


Old, Colorful Yugoslavia, Now Key to 
Balkans, Faces Fight for Survival 











By Harold Butcher 


PART from the question of how Yugoslavia may become 
involved in the European struggle the most interesting 


may be found a score or more of men who are now persona non 
grata in their native land but hope to return in the near future. 
Many of them are associated with business houses having im- 
portant connections in Mexica City. 

In a popular Michigan Avenue hotel cafe the other day I sat 
down with two Mexicans and a Spaniard who were considerably 
concerned with the development of the presidential campaign in 
Mexico. I was told soul-stirring stories of the manner in which 
“fine old families” had suffered and come upon ill days through 
the land distribution policy of the Cardenas government. 

These men were bitter. They were not themselves suffering 
to any noticeable extent—-they were regular customers of a rather 
expensive cafe—but they believed that Genera] Andreu Almazan, 
opposition candidate for the soon restore them 
to the much greater comforts they once knew. 

“Then Mexico will be Mexico again,” said the one who was 
not himself a born Mexican but a Spaniard. He told me that after 
the end of the Spanish Civil War he had returned to his old home 
in Spain for a few months and had been delighted by the order 
which General Franco had enforced upon the riff-raff. 





presidency, wouic 
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“Do you know what it was like in Spain before?” he chal- 
lenged. ‘‘I’l] tell you. Before the revolution I go into a Madrid 
cafe and the waiter is positively insulting. No service. No 


respect! 

“T can no e in such a country, and so I go to Mexico 
and what.do I find. The same thing happening there. But just 
as we showed thes« show them in Mexico 
how to behave.” 


7 nee Die 
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people in Spain, we wi 


S it Communism? Well, the Ah 
know, because 





nistas say it is. I wouldn’t 


I haven’t been in Mexico in a number of years. 














According to General Joaquin Amaro, Mexico’s “twofisted 
strong man,” secretary al of the Mexican Revolutionary 
Anti-Communist Party, the Communists are responsible for most 
of the changes wrought by the leftist Cardenas administration. 
Amaro’s bloc in Congress charged last Tuesday that agents 
of. the: Communist International have chosen Mexico City as a 
headquarters for operations against the United States in North 
and South America. Amaro was once an avowed rightist candi- 
date for the presidency, accordir to private advices from 
the “District Federal” he has now reached a secret agreement 


with Almazan. 
I say I wouldn’t know, without personal inspection, whether 








the developments in Mexico veer toward Communism or not. 
Personally, I am inclined to doubt it, because I have seen the 
beginnings of these very developments in that country and some 
half dozen other Hispanic-American lands nd all with ut benefit 
of Communism. 

charges Amaro 
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News Item—Franco Celebrates First Yeer of Victory. 


poll. {<< 

There may and may not be a rightist revo- 

lution brewing in Mexico, but I happen to know 

that certain Washington authorities are watching the situation 

rather anxiously. This is said to be the reason for the unusual 

assembly of five United States divisions at point in southern Texas. 
- * * 


Ne nanetnatie to “Hemisphere,” a private news letter on Latin- 
American affairs, large-scale smuggling of airplanes and 
even artillery into Mexico has been going on for a month. 

The equipment, says the report, is being assembled on large 
estates in Chihuahua, including the Haciendas de Palomas and 
de la Bavicora, 

A rightist junta, along Spanish Nationalist lines, would 
naturally seek to gain sympathy by the charge of Communism 
against the present government. The fact that the charge may 
be a hollow one is indicated by an about-face by certain of the 
United States oil companies, which are no longer urging a boycott 
of expropriated petroleum. 

These companies, now reconciled to what they consider the 
inevitable and finding reason for hope that they will be recom- 
pensed in part, no longer scem eager to bring about a change in 
the Mexican political outlook. In fact, some of them, eager to 
evidence a little more cordiality to Cardenas, have now actually 
suggested that Mexican oil be given the same privileged treat- 
ment by the State Department that Venezuelan oil receives, 

In any attempt to gauge the power of foreign governmental 
theories in Mexico—and most of the other Hispanic countries— 
one must begin from the standpoint of Indian traditionalism. 

Mexico itself is 70 per cent ‘“Mestizo’—mixture of Indian and 
white—and through the revolution, Indian culture, submerged 
for centuries by the Spanish conquest, has begun to emerge again. 

In attributing present changes to Communists, too little con- 
sideration is given by foreign observers to the influence of APRA 

American Revolutionary International Association—which may 
resemble nationalism, socialism, fascism, or totalitarianism (or 
all of them together) but which is rooted in a deeper Americanism 
than the white conquistadores have ever understood. 

It might best be described as Indian traditionalism. Spreading 
from the ancien Inca songs and stories of Peru, it was firmly 
implanted in Mexico by the Peruvian leader, Haya de la Torre, 
who spent some years of his exile in Mexico before his return to 
Lima, where his ideas were “stolen” by the government in power. 
In Peru, Aprismo assumes fascist tendencies, 

In Mexico, Aprismo veered to the left; in Cuba to the right. 
But always it has been the traditionalism which, more than 
communist or fascist influences from Europe, has accounted for 
political mass movements. 

* * * 
(CARDENAS, himself, has always been a close follower of de la 

Torre’s teachings. Cardenas claims to be a _ full-blooded 
Indian, and his program has been more racial and nationalistic 
than strictly proletarian. 

But it happens that raci 
American nations) can 
Communists, 








ism in Mexico (and other Hispanic- 
easily be confounded with classism. 
now sheltered in Mexico, may some day discover for 


themselves that there is a serious conflict between their ideas and 
the ideals of APRA. 

. 1 P 
For this reason I cannot accept too seriously the excuse of 
the Almazan forces—really Franco-ites at the fight is to save 
Mexieo from Communism. 


For the first time APRA, under another name, 
i clear-cut issue in a 


jas now become 
General Raphael 
gains made by the Cardenas 
Mestizos, has come forward as a 
outr issue: Mexico for 


Mexican camp: 
Sanchez Tapia, fighting to save th 





overnment on behalf of the 





candidate on en racial 


the Mestizos. 
dared to say in so many words. I suspect that Tapia’s movement 
may cause Almazan to go slowly with any plans of violence. t 


It is something Cardenas has believed in for years but never 


General Franco 


thing about this country, from.the American viewpoint, is 
her claim to the longest ski jump in the world—120 vards. 
This is at Planica, where European ski records have been 


made year after year. In 1935 
a couple of Norwegians and an 
Austrian did well over 300 feet 
each; in 1938 the same Austrian, 
Joseph Bradl, did 350.96 feet. 

Yugoslavia, the kingdom of 
the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, 
came into being December Ist, 
1918. 

When the Austro-Hungarian 
empire was dissolved the national 
assembly of the former Hunga- 
rian provinces of Croatia and Slo- 
venia declared themselves inde- 
pendent, and a national council 
was established to which repre- 
sentatives of other Slav states 
were admitted. 

Union with Serbia was effected. 

Yugoslavia is enjoying all the 
sensations of youth while actually 
her constituent parts reach cen- 
turies back. At Split, for exam- 
ple, the largest Yugoslav city on 
the Adriatic coast, the Roman 
emperor Diocletian, persecutor of 
Christians, had an immense pal- 
ace built on the seashore in 302 
A.D.; here he retired after his 
abdication. 

The inhabitants of the nearby 
city of Salona moved into the pal- 
ace after the destruction of their 
city in the great migration of 
peoples that followed the fall of 
the Roman empire. The building 








Ready 


rr the Germans are to eat this 
Fall, Herr Hitler must see 
to it that the Balkans do some 
Spring planting. But Herr Hit- 
ler has so frightened the civil- 
ian pants off the Balkan re- 


the majority of the Balkans’ 
Spring. 
Although the spotlight is now on 


exports are grain, cattle, timber, 
but the last-named item. 


Yugoslavia is in a strategic spot. 


der. The Italian invasion of 
on the Serbian border—and the 


And the Nazis are perturbed. 


in Europe. 








» still shelters more than 3,000 per- 
sons. 
* * * 
HE peacetime approach to 
Yugoslavia is as modern as 

anyone could wish: by commer- 
cial or private airplane, by yacht 
or train or automobile, and by 
folding boats or canoes. The Yu- 
goslavs have been encouraging 
tourists’ visits by the reduction of 
the visa charge to ten dinars (20 
cents) on condition the guests 
stay at least three days in any 
tourist center. Yugoslavia has 
had some very distinguished vis- 
itors, among them George Ber- 
nard Shaw, who wrote: 
“Englishmen, Irishmen, Ameri- 
cans and holiday-makers of all 
civilized nations, come in your 
millions to Yugoslavia. 

“You will be treated like king 














gimes that most of them have switched to military breeches. 
With most of the manpower under arms—1,600,000 in Romania— 
farms have 


an equally important pivotal point in Balkan politics. Her chief 


But Allied agents vie with Italian and German buyers. 
French and British are always ready to pay in gold, or in 
dollars, many German stomachs remain empty. 


and the Serbs, the Allies could march directly to the German bor- 
Albania—which placed I] Duce’s army 


makes the Serbs potential partners of the Allies. 

The Yugoslavian army, with a poten- 
tial of 1,815,000 well-trained fighters, is considered one of the best 
There is a corps of pilots numbering nearly 17,000 men. 


been uncultivated this 
Romania, Yugoslavia has become 
and prunes; Germany needs all 


Since the 
\merican 


With the cooperation of Greece 


Yugoslavs’ dislike for Germany 








the government will provide you 
with a perfect climate and the 
finest scenery of every kind for 
nothing. 

“The people are everything you 
imagine yourselves to be and are 
not. They are hospitaable, good- 
humored and very good looking. 
Every town is a picture and ev- 
ery girl a movie star. 

“Come quickly before they find 
us out; it is too good to last.” 

Whereupon H. G. Wells, an- 
other visitor, added, “Shaw was 
right.” 

This “finest scenery” to be had 
for nothing includes the Adriatic 
seacoast, one of the great high- 


ways of classical and medieval 
civilization, with its thousands 
of tree- and _ flower-covered 


islands, with its picturesque cities 
and pleasant bays. 

It includes Dubrovnik, once an 
independent republic, fabulously 
rich, with its subtropical trees 
and flowers. 

It includes Mostar, ninety miles 
from Dubrovnik, with its oriental 
beauties in the heart of Europe, 
its houses clinging to rocky hill- 
sides, its mosques with their min- 
arets, 

Belgrade, capital of Yugo- 
slavia, has 266,000 inhabitants. 
You can still find many traces 
of its stormy past but the city 
has changed considerably since 
1918. It stands on a hill over- 
looking the meeting of the rivers 
Sava and Danube; the country 
around is full of historic inter- 
est. 

* + « 
HEN I came across survivals 
of ancient customs in the 

United States—the annual Core 
pus Christi procession in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, for example— 
they arouse in me the greatest 
excitement, 

I am not particularly interested 
in museum relies despite their 
educational value; but when I 
find something which belongs to 
the deep past but is still vital 
today—then I want to know all 
about it. 

Hence, one reason for a keen 
interest in Yugoslavia where you 
can meet people still wearing the 
costumes of another day, where 
they still sing traditional songs, 
and where they keep the ancient 
feasts. 

There are the Rusalie folk 
dances near Skoplje, held in Jan- 
uary; the feast days of St. Vlaho 
and St. Trifun at Dubrovnik and 

(Continued on Page Seven) | 
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FOR STRONGER 
UNIONS (NV / 


(NOUSTRY 


Rn tg ae 


By IRVING B. ALTMAN 

Editor of Dynamic America 
[ WON’T be long now before the larger United States life in- 
surance companies will own and control the bulk of American 
business—that is, if the present trend in the growth of insti- 


tutionalized savings continues. The twenty-six leading life in- 
surance companies have admitted assets in exeess of 24 bil- 


lion dollars—or over 87 per cent of the assets of all life insurance 
companies. 

The Temporary National Economie Committee (TNEC) has 
just revealed that the twenty-six big companies own about twelve 
per cent of the Federal debt obligations, hold more than ten per 
cent of the private corporate bonds, and over seventeen per cent 
of the mortgages on railroads; they have over six billion dollars 
invested in real estate. 

In the period between 1929 and 1938, nineteen smaller insur- 
ance companies went under, with losses of about 130 million dol- 
lars to policy holders. In the same period about 14,000 banks 
crashed with initial losses to depositors and stockholders amount- 
ing to some 3.5 billion dollars. 

Leon Henderson, of the SEC, thinks: “It is an amazing record 
as far as investment policy is concerned.” This is a good record 
and on the whole speaks well for the safety of insurance policies, 
but what the intelligent Henderson overlooks is that in time of 











Ripper Committee 





Smith AmendmentWould Turn 
Wagner ActInto Open Shop Law 


AM for the preservation of the National Labor Relations Act because it removes an im- 
portant cause of industrial strife by setting up governmental machinery to prevent in- 
terference with labor's right freely to organize; because it has established as the policy of 


the United States the encouragement of collective bargaining. 


The institution of collective bar- 
gaining in modern society is es- 
sential to the raising of the stand- 
ards of life for large masses of 
our working population. It tends 
to the establishment of equality 
of bargaining between capital 
and labor, to promote democracy 
in industry and social justice. 

Organized labor, AFL as well 
as ClO, together with enlight- 
ened public opinion, are united to 
preserve the Labor Relations Act. 

However, this does not mean 
that the act is above criticism or 
that it should not be amended, 
particularly in its administrative 
machinery. I am frankly of the 
opinion that the friends of the 
act should acknowledge deficien- 
cies when they exist and seek to 
remedy them. 

This will prevent enemies of the 
act from capitalizing on public 
knowledge of the administrative 
shortcomings to destroy it by 
amending it out of existence. 

* on * 

UT while I believe that the act 

may be improved, I am also 
firmly convinced that the so-called 
Smith amendments would in fact 
undermine the fundamental basis 
of it and would amount to an 
emasculation. 

So responsive are the principles 
of the act to American concep- 
tions of economic bargaining 
equality and industrial fair play, 
that in spite of its short exist- 
ence, since 1935, no_ political 
party in the 1940 election and 
very few responsible groups will 
dare openly advocate its repeal. 

Many of its loudest opponents 
are really using the controversy 
over it as a stalking horse for 
their opposition to organized la- 
bor as such. They know that it 
strengthens organized labor and 
they are therefore opposed to it. 

They even seize on the occa- 
sional racketeer in labor as an 
argument against the strengthen- 
ing of unions by the Labor Rela- 
tions Act. This is as unjust as 
it is unfair. 

Shall we say that the stock 
exchange is dishonest because its 
former president is now in Sing 
Sing? Shall we condemn all the 
bankers because some of them 
looted their depositors? Shall we 
condemn al! industrialists because 


Your 84% 


HE workers of the South 

get 84 per cent of the prof- 
its of industry. Yep, the “lion’s 
share,” as a Birmingham pa- 
per recently phrased it. 
The above is, of course, untrue 
—but that doesn’t prevent its 
being handed out as positive 
fact by National Association of 
Manufacturers’ propagandists 
to the workingmen of the 
South. Through the American 
Economic Foundation, an anti- 
labor organization fronting for 
the NAM, the South is being 
flooded with leaflets and speak- 
ers spreading phony figures on 
the worker’s income. 








Sherman Rogers, who is asso- 
ciated with the American Eco- 
nomic Foundation, dug up the 
84 per cent figure by including 
the salaries paid out to such 
men as E. G. Grace of Beth- 
lehem Steel and William S. 
Knudsen of General Motors. 
Recently he made this wild 
statement at a meeting of the 
Alabama Education Associa- 
tion in Birmingham. 

But unionism is taking hold in 
the South despite Mr. Rogers, 
the American Economic Foun- 
dation, and the NAM. 











By LOUIS WALDMAN 


Prominent Labor Attorney 


called 


head of a 


an underworld character 
Musica became the 
large corporation? 
It is equally wrong and dishon- 
est to try to discredit organized 
labor because, on occasion, rack- 
eteers have been able to force 
their way into some of its ranks. 
* * * 


HE overwhelming majority of 

the members and leaders of 
organized labor are honest men 
and women. They built up the 
labor movement through long 
years of bitter toil, hardship and 
struggles against sweatshop con- 
ditions of work and a starvation 
level of wages. 

Such a movement for the hu- 
man betterment of American la- 
bor should not be besmirched be- 
cause here and there a racketeer 
is victimizing it. On the contrary, 
it should be promoted and encou- 
raged. That is why there is such 
widespread public support of the 
Labor Relations Act. 

Just what is this Labor 
which we want to preserve? The 
very heart of this law is con- 
tained in Section 7 which is a: 
follows: 

“Employees shall have the right 
to self-organization, to form, join 
or assist labor organizations, to 
bargain collectively through rep- 
resentatives of their own choos- 
ing and to engage in concerted 
activities for the purpose of col- 
lective bargaining or other mu- 
tual aid or protection.” 

The policy and philosophy of 
the act are best expressed in 
parts of Section 1. The policy of 
the United States is declared to 
be to encourage “the practice and 
procedure of collective bargain- 
ing” and to protect “the exercise 
of workers of full freedom of 
association, self-organization, and 
designation of representatives « 
their owh choosing. for the pur- 
pose of negotiating the terms and 
conditions of their employment 
or other mutual aid or protec- 
tion.” 

The rest of the act merely sets 
up the machinery for the enforce- 
ment of these rights of labor and 
the policy of the United States. 
It is with the mechanics of en- 
forcement that, unfortunately, 
great difficulties have arisen. 

The Smith Committee Investi- 
gation disclosed a number of 
these difficulties in the admini- 
stration of the act and in its ad- 
ministrative policy. These abuses 
have done great harm to the act. 

They aroused the bitter hostil- 
itv of the American Federation 
of Labor to the board. 


+ * * 


Act 


HOUGH condemning the Smith 


“ 


amendments as striking “in a 
destructive way at vital, funda- 
mental principles of the Labor 


telations Act” President William 
the American Federa- 
of Labor declared recently 


Green of 
tion 
that 

“The charge of maladministra- 
tion made by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor against the La- 
bor Relations Board was clearly 
established. 

“It now becomes the duty of 
Congress to take such action as 
the facts warrant and demand in 
order to prevent the Labor Re- 
lations Board from continuing its 
biased and prejudiced administra- 
tion of the Labor Relations Act.” 

“It seems that 
Congress should fail to discharge 
its duty in this respect. Failure 
to act at this session may result 
in future moves to destroy or re- 
peal the entire act.” 


inconceivable 
























stress and panic, policy holders cannot raid the insurance com- 
panies as they can and do the banks—that is, policy holders cannot 
demand the return of their premiums as they can the return of 
their deposits, particularly such as are payable on demand. 

The best that policy holders can do in time 
of need is borrow (if their policies permit) 
from the insurance companies part of the pre- 
mium money they have paid in and, of course, 
at interest of five or six per cent. During 
the panic years of 1932 and 1933 such policy 
loans jumped to over three billion dollars and 
in many instances the insurance companies 
had to ask for “moratoriums” allowing them to 
refuse requests for loans even where the pros- 
pective buyers were entitled to them. 

This also was true of the savings banks 
banks which invoked the thirty-sixty-day “with- 
drawal clauses,” delaying payments. By the 
way, have you ever noticed these clauses in 
your savings pass-books? Take a look some = 








Se ee ES time. You will find it in fine type on the in- I. B. Altman 
P side covers 
declaration, the proposal of the + ¢ * 
House Labor Committee and otf HE process of institutionalizing our savings is one of unusual 


Senator Wagner in the Senate to 
retain the present board but to 
enlarge it by adding two mem- 
bers, will not in my opinion, rem- 
edy the situation. 

Judging by its present division 


significance. We have and continue to turn over to “Trusteed 
Institutions’—insurance companies, banks, building and loan as- 
sociations, community trusts, ete.—billions of dollars of the peo- 
ple’s savings and which these institutions invest in stocks, bonds 
and mortgages. 

In 1936 (after a period of considerable liquidation) the prin- 





and discord, increasing the mem- — ¢jpal_ credit institutions in the U. S. held debt obligations to 
bership to five ie hem —o the following extent: 
the internal conflicts on the 
‘ : i is 53.2 billi 
board. What is really needed is pag ie a inaesorineneuieisinee billion 
e : 4 e : re - S.. .ccosssosennsenestosenenecsereonece ° 
a board of the highest compe- ee sneeeenee eee sta 
: PPh ss Mutual Savings Banks... ccssccsosnerune 10.5 
tence and integrity capable of Buildi oad te 38 
commanding the respect and con- Fed wey Pg nk nag 
fidence of all organized labor, of — = — “4 
industry and the public. a Na haa 
<b Meats cia cccieceei we$87.7 billion 





Fair and intelligent evaluation 
of the fundamental principles of In the same year the commercial and mutual savings banks, 
the Labor Relations Act has been plus the 49 major life insurance companies, held 55.5 per cent 
made difficult by certain miscon- of the United States Government bonds, 13 per local 
ceptions set afloat by its enmies government bonds, 14 per cent of the railway bonds, 11 per cent 
as well as by some of its friends. of utility bonds, and 6.7 per cent of other domestie and foreign 


cent of 


The more important of these bonds. 
misconceptions must be dispelled. About six million Americans are members of Building and 
(Continued on Page Seven) Loan Associations. There are about ten thousand of these and 
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Lyons Hits Apathy te Stalinile Dangers, 
Scores Sinclair for Not Taking Oun Aduice 


By EUGENE LYONS 


Editor of The American Mercury 


NEARLY two years ago The NEW LEADER gave 

generously of its space to an exchange of 
letters between Upton Sinclair and myself. It 
was published subsequently as a pamphlet by 
the Rand School Press under the title “Terror 
in Russia? Two Views.” It occurred to me to 
re-read the pamphlet in the light of the history 
that has intervened. 

I found, in doing so, that the assumptions of 
Sinelair, which at the time merely seemed silly, 
today, in the perspective.of time, sound utterly 
lunatic. His chief assumption, of course, was 
that Russia was a bulwark against Fascism, and 
that in exterminating tens of thousnds of his 
communists Stalin was merely exterminating 
Hitler’s spies and allies inside Russia. 

I am writing about the matter without any in- 
tention of gloating. Whatever he may say pub- 
licly on the subject, a man like Sinclair must be 
tortured inwardly by the events of the last six 
months. I am moved to write only because the 
tussian obsession which misled Sinclair into his 
mental blind alley is still a widespread phenom- 
enon. Sinclair, who has suffered for many causes, 
must suffer once more by serving as a horrible 
example of Stalinist befuddlement. It is, I hope, 
without conscious malice and from a sense 
of duty, that I dig up Sinclair’s words from the 


LUNES. HA 


That has happened, with a venegance. It hap- 
pened so overwhelmingly that it unloosed a war 
on the world. It happened so sharply, so clearly, 
so tragically that even those of us who foresaw 
the eventuality were flabbergasted. 

If Upton Sinelair has kept his promise and 
admitted the Stalinist sell-out, I have failed to 
hear it. I still see his name occasionally in con- 
nection with new Stalinist chicaneries. Certainly 
his admission, if he has made it, has had none of 
the resonance of his previous defense of the So- 
viet terror, of the famine, of the purges. 

His failure to accept the verdict of his own 
“litmus paper test” is not important in itself. 
It is significant only as another sample of the 
intellectual dishonsty underlying all defense of 
totalitarianism, however high-minded and self- 
righteous the rationalization. A few more cita- 
tions from Sinclair’s arguments of two years ago 
to emphasize the enormity of the fraud he prac- 
tised and which others like him still practice 
upon themselves: 

“Having watched the international policy of 
the Soviet Union from day to day as it has de- 
veloped,” he wrote, “I say its record is pretty 
nearly perfect, and that upon that record it is 
entitled to the trust of every friend of democracy 
and peace.” The record has been horribly be- 








real 








archives. spattered with blood since then—the blood of 3 
° * * Russian, Polish and Finnish workers and pea- 3 
. a2 ‘ . sants— t Sinelair has n vet foun he time = 
N HIS final letter in our controversy, and in ant ong Praga has not yet found the time = 
} is +: : revise his judgment. 
the final paragrph of that letter, Sinclair oe et > a x - , “it Birlar suaseoda 2 
left himself far out on a brittle limb. This is a, a ee ee a 
’ wobes there won’t be any Socialism in Russia. There 3 
what he wrote: : : . - ree 
és will be the slaughter of a few million aspirants 


I give you one simple method, as certain as 
litmus paper in a test-tube, to determine whether 
the Soviet Union has now become counter-revolu- 
tionary, as you claim, I am sure that Hitler has 
better sources of information about Russian af- 
fairs than you or I have; and when Hitler learns 
that the Soviet Union has become counter-revo- 
ll reduce the ardor of his cru- 


lutionary, he will 
sade against it. When that happens I will 


towards Socialism, and enslavement of the rest 

under a Fascist dictatorship.” e nothing 

has occurred to alter his Hitlerism, 

what has Sinclair to say now Russia itself 

is collaborating to achieve that victory of Hitler? 
* x 
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written to Sinclair at 























admit that ‘Stalin has sold out the workers.” many on the same side of no-man’s land is 
alas, beyond possibility.” That did sound 
treme in 1938, ar pounced or 
great glee, retorting: “I would have thought t 
the shooting of Tukhachevsky and other pro- 
German generals might be taken to have settled 
that question for a long time. But to admit that 
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would be to attribute 
so I must not ask it of y 
one suggesting the possibil 
combine looks 
ger is the fact that Upton 
fit to withdraw it. 

New false fronts are bein 
lin’s agents in 
recently. Complacency 
nist danger is out of | 
old argument with a fai 
may therefore not be out of place. 
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strange enough today. 
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Financial Merry-Go-Round 





Senate Probe Shows Insurance Firms 


Extending Control Over All U.S. Industry 


they have assets in excess of six billion dollars. 

The people have poured in over ten billion dollars in savings 
into the Mutual Savings Banks and another ten billion dollars 
into the “thrift” departments of commercial Theoretically, 
the life insurance companies and mutual savings banks belong to 
the policy holders and depositors. 

Actually they are controlled by bankers, business men and real 
estate men who use the vast savings of the people to finance in- 
dustry. To make these institutions public in character 
merely requires an administrative change—from the present man- 
agers to the gdvernment. 

There is no sound reason why the billions of 
to the people should not be handled for them 
tatives. Insurance is a public function und 
to the Government. 

Likewise, the savings banks can be made truly “mutual,” 
not only in name but in actual practice. In the government- 
owned postal savings system we already have the beginning of 
a great publicly owned savings system with resources in excess 
of 1.2 billion dollars. If we add to this the government’s pro- 
prietary interests in various government-sponsored corporations 
(previously reported in these columns), we find that Uncle Sam 
is now the largest banker in the country. 

But it is clear that unless the people rouse themselves to the 
danger of continuing the process of allowing more and more 
billions to pile up in the investment coffers of the banks, insur- 
ance and other fiduciary institutions, we will find that the day is 
not far distant when we will have something resembling a “cor- 
porate state” with these institutions owning and controlling the 
economic institutions of the land—-the means of production and 
distribution. 


banks. 





really 


dollars belonging 
by their represen- 
should be turned over 





_ * * 


HE government’s case against the Aluminum Corporation of 

America seems to go on and on and on. 

For some twenty-two months now the United States has been 
pressing its case against the Mellon owned and controlled $253,- 
000,000 monopoly for violations of the anti-trust laws—and with- 
out much success. In fact, during the course of the present trial 
in a New York Federal Court, the attorney for the Mellon inter- 
ests has become twice a father, and at the rate the case is pro- 
gressing his new-born children may grow to sit as spectators 

The Aluminum Corporation is an outstanding example of. pure 
monopoly. This corporation owns ninety-nine per cent of the 
products of virgin aluminum and sells approximately one hun- 
dred per cent of the aluminum products in American markets. 

This monopoly was built up by the purchase of plants abroad, 
by cartel agreements with foreign producers, and by restrictive 
contracts, oppressive tactics and discriminatory prices against 
competitors in the industry by the aluminum giant. The govern- 
ment in its suit seeks, among other things, dissolution of the 
Aluminum Company. 

This in itself presents difficult problems. Who will purchase 
the component parts of the Aluminum Company in the event the 
government is suecessful? 

Whole communities have been built up around certain plants 
of the company. Transportation facilities have been built up 
around these communities. 


Dissolution might change the entire economic picture of a 
whole section of the country. On the other hand, continuation 


of the present monopoly permits a single corporation to dictate 
in perpetuity the prices to be paid by the American consumer for 
aluminum products. 
Wouldn’t government ownership of the aluminum industry be 
the best solution of these problems? 
' ‘ 


Another suit brought by the government involves the motion 
picture industry. There the eight largest producers of motion 
pictures own their own theatres and distribute their own product. 

The theatres owned by these eight chains are so located as 
not to compete directly with one another. The country has been 
divided: one chain operating in one section, another chain in an- 
other, and so forth. Independent onerators find it impossible to 
compete with the chain theatres on an equal basis due to lack 
of chain-buying power. 

The anti-trust suit now pending on appeal against the General 


Motors Corporation demonstrates the power of a large manufac- 
turing concern over 15,000 independent sales outlets. The con- 
trol exercised by the manufacturer is such that the business 


of these 15,000 independent sales outlets is controlled in all its 
details by the manufacturer. 

This matter of concentration of control of economic power in 
relatively few hands is becoming a national problem of increasing 
concern to all. The history of the past forty years shows that 
while our population has been growing steadily, the number of 
individual and private manufacturing concerns has steadily de- 
creased. 

Normally it would seem that as consumer demand. increased 
with a growing population the number of manufacturing con- 
cerns producing articles necessary to satisfy that demand would 
increase correspondingly. A brief glance at statistics, however, 
shows an opposite trend: 

The population of the United States increased from 75 million 
in 1900 to an estimated 132 million in 1940, an increase of 57 
million. 

In 1900 there were approximately 15.000 manufacturers of 
tobacco products; today there are approximately 850. In 1900 
there were 28,000 manufacturers of lumber products; today there 
are less than. 8,000. In 1900 there were more than 700 manufac- 
turers of agricultural equipment; today there are 260. 

In 1900 there were more than 2.000 manufacturers of boots 
and shoes; today there are less than 1.100. Even in industries 
where several hundred manufacturers exist. a very few companies 
control from 75 per cent to 85 per cent of the entire business. 

Every study in the United States shows a steady decline in 
the number of operating establishments in practically all indus- 
tries and an equally constant increase in the size of the average 
establishment. The trend toward greater economic concentra- 
and control is on an upward grade. 
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Morgan and Mickey Mouse 
Make Financial Headlines 








An animated cartoon, hero of many a swashbuckling adven- 
ture, went into competition with the fina ‘ world’s tycoons ~ 
when Walt Disney incorporated his work this week. As Mickey 
and the bellicose Donald Duck became shares of stock for manipu- 





lation on the big board, two of the largest corporations revealed 
that they were back in the halcyon days of a pre-1929 boom. 

J. P. Morgan and the Chase National Bank. two U. S. cor- 
porations that play a major role among the finance capital con- 
cerns of the world, released reports on their current assets. The 
Morgan concern, recently incorporated, announced total resources 
of $643,539,685 as of March 30; the financial statement of the 

Chase National Bank disclosed current de- 





for a commercial bank 
its of one year 





$5.060,768,704. The Chase figure is 





that 150,000 
Snow White, 
for sale at $25 
1t of stock offered 
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Total resources of the Chase bank are at the peak of $3,345,- 
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28,389; in December they 





> $3,085,819,059, and $2,888,271,376 
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Excellent Performance of Excellent Play: “LILLIOM” 
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Once again, this time under 
the aegis of C heryl Crawford, the 
singing marionettes of Papa Po- 
drecca are here. At the Majestic, 
these most skillful of manipu- 
lators bring delight to all lovers 
of the nimble-jointed parodies of 
human feeling and action. 








IN MUSICAL SMASH PODRECCA’S PICCOL | “KING RICHARD It” 


By Joseph T. Shipley 
This Week on the Stage 
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LASTING BEAUTY Schneider, varies conside 
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‘ “LILIOM,” by Ferenc Molnar. Fila seaciisuammas ” 192) : sci To my mind, marionettes are @ 
rulid } senta Je an ‘ 
: ne ary adaptation by Benjamin tha/iive lie Galliennie (where + at their best, for theatregoers of 
; Glazer. At the 44th Bireet ve wan ?) revival of ce - but a today, when used for satire or 
: oh tr ey eee : al of 1982 , for comic purposes. One thinks 
j eatre. enriched and moving. of the sophisticated satire of the 
The power and beauty of Mol- “Liliom” is Molnar at his best, Yale. stn aay had ie thee 
nar’s “Liliom” have held through — ¢.necially in his understanding of ste oe re Oe ee ace ‘s 
the years: i he current per- I mire Pei pes ag vein of comedy, nothing is more 
e years; in the current } the central character. There have : : : 
ee Midhccs. Monaditl re central cnaracter. Inere Nave amusing in the field than the 
formances of Burgess Meredith een many , ventures into the next Piccoli Piani | 
Sa:tnerid Berg ep eae mé S int 1@ Next Piccoli Pianist, whose return con- 
a ngrid Bergman, we have world, through the years of cert we heartily applaud. The 
fresh testimony to its rewarding = qyama; all fall into three main Little Acrobat, ‘ th l 
vitality. From the slums to hea _— eroups. There is the hereafter that I — sa tes he clowns 
this play ranges, but always in) 4). playwrigl : . : at lose their heads, are simi- 
Ay the playwright himself imagines, larly amusing 
dramatic movement probes two as in Lord Dunsany’s “nothing The othe: - ty se of puppet 
simple hearts. dt the Siensing pare” oF the I deg al 
but th i ars” or the : . ; (not to consider its use in adver- 
The Hungarian rough-neck and hell of boredom in Shaw’s “Man : “he 33 mae tising or propaganda, as widely 
y the slums who even ay Superman.” There is the Bie ; ; ea Sse Rae ait. tate 
ba, ahd p thorn a oe for hi ott y pes nee —_ Chie Johnson, Bettymae Crane, Beverly Crane (Dancing wins), employed at the World’s Fair), 
steais a sti io s 2aven ¢ auale é " . oe se s 9s . ’ avlets ° se nee ‘a 
love is played by Burgess Mere- be expected to expect, aa in Sut- Ole Olsen feeling happy over the faci that “Hellzaponpin” will soon in ay pend Ne fantasies with 
) ; gess i Cc ae 1 - 7 . . Ss rs atc see » ‘a 
Te with 4 ae Saecor that i beat the all-time record for musicals continuous performance on songs to match, seems to me more 
1 with an inner i rvor tha ton Vane s “Outward Bound.’ : suited to children, or to that 
earries complete conviction, and Finally, and truest psychologi B’way. “Hellzapoppin” at the Winter Garden is now in its 18th month ciitthend weaine wiles pans 
makes the tg ty Nertorm- <¢lly and dramancaly, it. eee eee Se ee oe in simple folk beyond the range 
seph Schildkraut come xt wor he character woul . , shooter ; ‘ : 
a 2 pa a an ace pict <i — + igen er pick your own program—are "VERDI" FILM OPENS * oo For Ba gage 
yYasas let , xpect. Molnar gives us a ‘re- Sars nls 1? 4} ae ” here 1s less general appeal in the 
not the present full revelation, 6f after through Liliom’s eyes: a «a; man Lake, AT FINE ARTS THEATRE four scenes f “Ch jerell ms 
Liliom, bewildered by both life Se aaah aad & « Madan Afternoon of a 1 rince ur scenes from inderella” ; 
d death, lear cc Wg A sey Ratios a Cut M ‘iis igistrate Igor,” “Petrushka,” prey’ more—a A special reserved seat per- the very choice of a fairy tale ¥ 
far ei ~ seeped ale i sauna pode But — —, us 4 goodly gathering and presenta- formance inaugurated the Amer- shows its level. But the work of 
Ber = geag eS o ys t Ene great “ons, a be ucead and = per- tion which is one of Mr. Hurok’ ican premiere of “The Life of the Piccoli is superb; children 
©. > 1e rst Eng- a  — 7 as “tho ee +: y “97 +} a 
i cesskine aa. . t nly neha ath 7 Id 7 kK ; Mar. most welcome annual eifts to the Giuseppe Verdi” at the Fine- will be entrances throughout; and 
= 2 ”1 ) S on arrow . ar- 41 ry x } . , h » tne . 7 
nett ve ony FR a Fee Magy vl aret Wy hi ay go “Ma art publie of America. Arts Theatre, 58th Street, west when = puppets just set out for 
7 - SPpoK ieeling garet yenerly and Jo Ma- 7+ Ave 0 n 1S r eve. F oy fi > , for rerv.e 
of the simple servant girl Liliom  chaul eine agar aeeordant of 7th A enue, last Tuesday eve fun, they find enough for every 
: és Sa ia ty spiel ning, April 2, with the entire pro- body. : 
loves, but is good to look at and nals so that there is a rare a “The cians Show on is of the showing for the pars. 
. . . lar » ) } OC ries ww 10 7. ; } 1 . ceeds ‘ 4 8 ‘ 4 ic awe : ae © 4 “] J “hk 4 » 
to watch in her quickly respon- theatrical experience in the cur- ~ benefit of the Metropolitan Opera BALLET RUSSE SEASON Maurice Evans as he appears in Shakespeare’s “King Richard II” 
oy Aegan rent “Liliom. Earth Fund. EXTENDED THIRD WEEK at the St. James Theatre. 
e play, with colorful cos- ————$ Thie Thali: +) oe eee 7 A = sin Tite a aa : - ———_ 
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: ee ae 3 : i vided with English titles anc as made it necessary to extend 9 “ ” 
son, and direction by Benno MONTE eee BALLET ; : which traces the life of the noted the spring season of the Ballet Grapes of Wrath and Dr. Ehrlich 
s ; a aie Lae : composer from his boy! hood in 2usse de Monte Carlo for a third Strong RKO Theatre Attractions 
Molly Picon THE BALLET RUSSE DE Busseto through his triumphs in week, bringing it to a close on ‘The Grapes of Wrath” i 
. AE 5 saat . , . + oy > é S < \ opens andler 
sponsor pennagee nemo MONTE CARLO. Presented by the great opera houses of Europe, Sunday, April 14. The company today ot both tl P oer “The § ¢ + he 
S. Hurok. At the Metropolitan had its general opening on was originally scheduled t : my By Sf “J ‘alace ana } of Dr. Ehrlich’s 
S. rok. At the Metropolita X47 gs Gat epee ges OU ee as originally scheduled to com- Ajbee Theatres. In each instance t RKO Manhat 
Opera House. Wednesday, April 3, at popular plete its stay at the Metropolitan the tenseness of John einbe becl ' Ww tel t r Th ‘ 
. , : ices. Vi use April 7 > naira ghey ee oe cand Westcnester 7 
This seas s return of the ex- PE - —— . - Oper 1 House on April rs fearless novel will be tempered ° atr 1 double feature bill 
cellent Be Het Ri isse de Monte With the Verdi film the Fine- Added to the repertoire during by the new comedy ro seamed “s = ope aay Irish,” is 
Cattn ia tn tia’ aac Arts Theatre, which formerly the third week will be “Devil's “Free. Blo a. oe EA A pers ses tor the 4rish, 1S 
arlo is in several ways its most - Holiday” i hed ree, Blonde and 21. he I: ar er courageous film Based 
colorful in me year It find played long-run engage ments oliday” by the British choreog- ter, from the 20th C i he lif ‘the : I di 
sortul In some ars. th s ea" _ ’ oO! le =<UTN el » life of the an w : 
stimulated by the w: with such French films rapher Frederic Ashton; “Three- studio, was directed rae es sree m = 
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7 1 PRIEST L Y CAST TO SEE novelties to be announced later. OVER "REBECC A" é IS Struge the pet- 
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“apg a 2 Gy Dh eacat Alison Skipworth, J. ¢: Nugent, "BAKER' ‘Ss WIFE” STAYS production of the Danhnc du men are pi 2 led In ing | their 
aging of Stravin- ™ Wake / itd: age Manrite novel. has talon its ninna Otek: Gordon, Otto Kruger, 
cee fom Powers, Ann Andrews, A. P. ON AT THE WORLD “Maurier novel, has taken its place yo) and Maris Oust 
, = Kaye, Sally O’Neil and the entire Hoopede. eontini = * ; among the stronge attractions 70"! ind Mara Ouspens- 
horeography cast of “When We are Married,” tered unabated at the World the, Music Hall evel j kaya are among the prominent 
. Debussy’s ‘nt at the L yeeum Theatre Std unabated at the World and is now in its second ¥v aed players supporting .Robinson. 
“Clouds.” the most 45H ds e ov“, Theatre, where “The Bakers’ that Theatre, bia paiahis - ——___ 
i id ded Thurs ay’ ; Poh of Wife.” Pp. F that Theatre, = 
heartily | the new nR canede” at Wenow ife,” starring Raimu, goes into Tn addition. to. “Reboces.” +1 — a 
al eptated ae a i? } at enry ‘te ap | sista Role nate ‘. tio oO hebecca 
dances Gaité Parisienne, Theatre. The nlavers ih April 9. Cor week on Tuesday, Music Hall a holds over i MADISON so. ‘GARDEN 
ymmedy of flir- B. Pric stley nveny wae vl omparison with records stage show, “Tropical Nights.” in Twice Daily- 2:15 &8:15-Beginning 
i t ed particula Sr re) ek iously by Frene h anne in which Nirska, bu ly dancer, 
: ; ee cularly ie ns New York have disclosed 1at eat Wake sas Ri. Ni ght, APR. 
the performance of Estelle Win- ip and Betty voune musical 
s 4 s tired f1 iat maul The Baker’ s Wife” has, cn comedy ee gage a # ; 
2 yvood, wl! tired ym tneir cas iia tinmtneatne . tar, are WU leatured rei 
Molly Picon, famous star of ir weeks ago to join the new the beginning, outdistanced the perfor ners a 
devil . - ¥ia Gilbert Miller hit,” attendance marks set by any mo- ————— 
2Y > « a ‘ " pert y ey n 
vaudeville, radio and it id- . re wauter nit. tion picture imported to this 
dish stage, is to appear in a ‘cduidin anne’ pe pmany country in a decade. , KI: ; 
ae Se stare , LOXY NE bles cl PRILHARMON ICs 
sericus play in English on ; Ke Aes DLDS OVER FILM y NI : 
B = : J ‘ - a. = ae “Primrose Path,” starring ROMANCE, PLUS! M“P-H-OUN Yo : 
roadway. She is seen here in : “$eagae Lotus, Four Ton Flewer of the Pedi dae ; a ‘ 
é A : “Capriccio Esp: ; Nile. and on f the 1.029 rare Ginger Rogers and Joel McCrea, The hula girls in the Hawaiian CARNEGIE HALL | 
a 1910 costume she wears in this danced in Monte Carlo last sum- Nie, ANG one oF the ives rare is now in its third and final week Room of the Hotel Lexington SUNDAY AFTERNOON 2:00 | 
new play, entitled “Morning mer, and in the choreography of menag ‘it — that = on at the Roxy Theatre, — fluorescent leis and gar- IGOR STRAVINSKY 
»” _— eae which she collaborated with Leo- view ss 1 the Ringling Bros. ‘Johnny Apollo,” originally denias in a new number they GUEST COMPOSE 
Star,” opening Thursday evening, nide Massine. and rnum and Bailey Circus [ dto open on Friday at dance nightly; with all lights Program of His Own We = 
* . ri fea . * . 1 : 3 , ad Oo 
April 11th, at Longacre Theatre none the recurring favorite now at "Mad ison Square Garden. xy, will now come in on dimmed, a new effect is given the t ie : Suit : 
——-____-—-- AY ril LE. already romantic dance. “LE SACR j PRINTE MPS | P gscqe 4 val 
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: ih e ek ny “ate iene se eee the every-day-to-day living—all part of g FIRST TIME IN AMERICA— 
; anada’s pi o war. | ALFRED COURT «wi 
; aks with Three 
(Continued froin Page Two) sinteet eeidd to eotalihad: the telephone monopoly repre- See and Hear RAYMOND GRAM SWING (with ENGLISH Titles) Great MIXED ¢ CRDUPS of the WORLD'S MOST 
satisfactory basis, there must be While Mr. Coon surveys the ents private ipitalism at its in His Analysis of “WAR IN EUROPE” FOSCO GIACHETTI score cond = ae aE 
a rae . = . 7 i 2 - Ss = % ispl ) Super Horsemanship 
incessant criticism of present in- past movements and proposals for bes i. e., in the mono} oly fields PI] : | GABY MORLAY P aye A 
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terest becomes obscured and , hi has e ntially a 1ded yublie gi f Tiel “tots sana, 4. torven 
x — H er IT} avoluer Ubi IcKketS avatahie . 
largely defeated ‘thin the telephot aa agen contro THE GREATER — ere 
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SDF News 





For further information, communicate with the Social 
Democratic Federation headquarters at 7 East 15th Street, 
New York City. 


























































































































































































Claessens’ Tour of U.S. 


For SDF to Start May 2 










































































Smith Amendment Would © 
Cripple Labor Relations Act 
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OSWELL once asked Samuel Johnson if he 
considered a certain classical portrait of a 
“No,” Johnson replied, “but 
All of which ex- 
presses my feelings on Justice McGeehan’s or- 
der rescinding Bertrand Russell’s appointment 
to the faculty of New York’s City College. It 
may be unfair of me, I know, but I am always 
inclined to suspect all self-appointed guardians 
It seems that they 
drool too much and their eyes glitter too brightly 
when discussing the question. Wipe that lip-rouge 
from off your shirt collar, sir, before sitting 
down to pronounce judgment on your intellectual 


nude as indecent. 
I think your question is.” 


of the morals of our youth. 


betters! 


Those who are at all acquainted with the 
work of Russell have every right to be out- 
raged at the smoking-car language used by 
McGeehan in condemning the philosopher's 
I read the text of the learned 


writings. 


judge’s order with great care, 
it gave me the impression that it was writ- 
ten in the spirit of a smutty-minded boy 
poring over the ladies’ underwear section of 


the Sears Roebuck catalogue. 


His Honor declared that he had read Russell’s 
books conscientiously so as to better be in a po- 


sition to render a fair verdict. 


an unused copy of the Police Gazette against the 
judge’s autographed photograph of Sally Rand 
that he never took the trouble to look into Rus- 
sell’s “Principia Mathematica,” “The Essay on 
the Foundations of Geometry,’ 
But the popular discus- 
sions on masturbation and homosexuality in “Ed- 
ucation and the Good Life” must have given the 
jurist quite a lift. Boy, wait until I tell the boys 


“Analysis of the Mind.” 


about this one! 


* ™ ” 


P'TY the poor little girl whose parents sought 

to have her morals preserved by the Tam- 
The adolescent daughter of a 
Brooklyn housewife, she informed reporters that 
her ambition was to have a Hollywood career. 


many justice! 


As an actress, I presume. 
What a bizarre controversy! 


Minsky strip-tease performance. 


Step this way, ladies and gentlemen! Read 
the latest about Bertrand Russell on adul- 
tery, masturbation and homosexuality! See 
For men only! 
Minors positively not admitted. 
tice McGeehan tell how his mind remained 
uncorrupted after reading the most salacious, 
bawdy, 


the pageant of the pansies! 


lewd, lecherous, carnal, 


wanton, Saturnalian collection of erotica ever 
published! 


| Heard on the Loft 


A philosopher of 
internationa] repute is appointed by his peers to 
teach logic, mathematics and philosophy at a city 
institution of higher learning. And at once the 
entire matter is dragged down to the level of a 


By Charles Yale Harrison- 


Surely the kindly English philosopher must 
have been slightly nauseated as he read the news- 
of how 
handled by a judge who has attended more than 
one Tammany beefsteak dinner—with trimmings! 


paper accounts 


—in his time. 


libidinous, 


arouse youthful lust. 
Justice McGeehan thunder against these exceed- 
ingly profitable publications. Doubtless, the robed 
moralist contends that there’s a place for every- 
thing. Newsstands are no place of discussions of 





his books were man- 


On thousands of newsstands in New York im- 
pressionable youngsters may purchase the most 
suggestive magazines 


designed to 
Still, I have yet to hear 


philosophy and the classroom is no place for an 


yet somehow 


examination of sexual and social relationships. 

And I wonder if the erudite justice ever takes 
time out to go to a Broadway musical comedy. 
In any one of the current successes he will hear 
gags which would have shocked any of the chorus 
girls in Billy Watson’s Beef Trust. In dozens of 
night clubs, bars, cafes, and high class joints he 
will hear more smut and outright filth than can 
be found in any other city of the world, 


And I am sure that the young lady whose in- 


tellectual 


But Ill wager 


to hell. 


or the superb 


virtue 
squirm with delight if she ever were taken to 
Leon and Eddie’s or Club 21. 
“Freedom vs. Organization,” we are asked to be- 
lieve, would have sent her directly on the road 


BREETRAND RUSSEEL, 

dispatches from Los Angeles, is inclined to 
believe that McGeehan’s prejudice stems from 
his Irish Catholic heritage. 


he was safeguarding would 


But a reading of 


Will somebody please open the window! 
* * ~ 


according to dis- 


For my part, I am 


inclined to think that this is not wholly true. 
It must be remembered that Manning, who in- 


vestigated the row, is not a Catholic. 
Protestant clergymen have violently rallied to 
uphold the McGeehan order, and there are many 
intelligent and liberal Catholics who are pre- 
pared to go a long way with Russell in his phil- 


Certain 


osophical and social views. 


national, 


spects. 


Hear Jus- 


licentious, 
Geehan order 
freedom. 


By VICTOR RIESEL 
INCE this is the era of sequels, here’s one on the April 5 


peace demonstration in Washington Square. 


Involved 


are such sundry items as the unauthorized use of names, the 
attempt to cover up by the use of Catholic priests and fren- 
zied efforts to pound into shape a “spontaneous” peace 


movement based on the Commu- 
hist Party’s New York Peace As- 
sociation, which is merely the re- 
named American League for 
Peace and Democracy. 

Among the names used without 
authorization is that of Professor 
George Shuster, acting president 
of Hunter College. Not only was 
his name attached to a letter sent 
out by the “Provisional Commit- 
tee” in effort to secure additional 
respectable sponsors — such as 
Mary Simkhovitch who has with- 
drawn the use of her name—but 
Shuster discovered that he was 
listed as a sponsor of an applica- 
tion for a Park Department per- 
mit to hold a demonstration. 

Writing to the Committee 
for Cultural Freedom the Pro- 
fessor pointed out that “I had 
no idea my name was being 
used in connection with the ral- 
ly. Mrs. Jacobs called inviting 
me to a tea.” He refused to at- 
tend or serve on the ralily’s ar- 
rangements committee. But his 
name was used. 

Operating under the title “It 
Must Not Happen Again Peace 
Rally,” plans were made by Prof. 
Alonzo Myers, Dr. Robert K. 
Speer, Dean Ned _ Dearborn, 
Austin Hogan, and Dagmar Nor- 
gord to hold the demonstration 
on the Square and secure a Cath- 
olic boys band, entertainment 
from the Theatre Arts Commit- 
tee,.and an anti-war film. Among 
the speakers “suggested” were 
Mr. Hogan of the Transport 
Workers Union, Mr. Curran of 
the Maritime Union, Bella Dodd of 
the Teachers Union, and a “Cath- 
olic priest, preferably of the Vil- 
lage.” 

Moral 
before 
front.” 


“Look 
innocent 


of the story is, 
you become an 


. * * 


OCIAL Democratic Mayor 

Jasper McLevy who, because 
of the unfortunate defeat of 
Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee, be- 
comes the only Socialist city 
head in America, will run for the 
gubernatorial post in the Novem- 
ber Connecticut elections. He 
stands a good chance to top his 
168,000 vote mark rolled up in 
the 1938 campaign. 

Mayor Hoan’'s 
waukee will stand him in 
stead if he tries for the United 
States Senate. Obstacle to such 
a@ campaign is the expiration of 
Bob LaFollette’s term. There is 
gome talk that Hoan may instead 


Vil- 


good 


record ti 





be named this week-end to the 
Socialist Party’s national ticket. 
* + - 


WO months ago this column 

revealed that Sir Stafford 
Cripps was on an official British 
mission which would bring him to 
the United States from Moscow 
and Chungking some time about 
the end of March. 

Cripps arrived in Washington 
last week. His job for Chamber- 
lain is to interest the U. S. State 
Department in putting pressure 
on Moscow for at least a com- 
mercial approachment with Lon- 
don 

~ * + 
OSCOW is 
propaganda 
this country. 


reorganizing its 

machinery in 
During recent 
months it dissolved Bookniga, 
Inc., and replaced it with the 
Four Continent Book Corporation. 
Bookniga distributed books and 
literature throughout North and 
South America. 

B. Nikolsky of Bookniga has 
been replaced by C. J. Lambkin, 
who calls himself “president” of 
the new outfit. However, the cor- 
poration hasn’t eyen bothered to 
change its address or telephone 
numbers. 

Distribution of Soviet films 
here, which stopped early in Feb- 
ruary with the liquidation of the 
Amkino Corporation, will be re- 
sumed shortly by the newly 
formed Atrkino Pictures Com- 
pany. N. Napoli, former general 
manager of Amkino, is still in 
charge. 

Officials of the new company 
claim that there is no connec- 

tion with the Soviet Govern- 
ment and that they have mere- 
ly acquired the rights to dis- 
tribute Russian films here from 
Soyuzintorgkino, foreign de- 
partment of the Soviet film in- 
dustry, Alexander Nevsky, 
Peter I.. and The Conquests of 
Peter the Great are being feat- 
ured. 
* > > 

NOTHER edition of the mag- 
Friday has hit the 
stands without an attack on the 
Nazis. Why doesn’t publisher 
Gilmore ask Cameron McKenzie 
why the anti-Semitic, anti-trade 
union German regime hasn’t been 
attacked ? 


azine 


% . > 
“Th millions intensely inter- 
interested what Sumner 


Welles told President Roosevelt 


McGeehan’s hostility to the author of “Muysti- 
cism and Logic” is based upon know-nothingism 
rather than upon Catholicism. No one religious 
sect has a monopoly on prudery and bigotry. Ig- 
norance and purblind prejudice are interdemoni- 


The ban on Russell is dangerous in many re- 
The separation of Church and State is 
merely one of the issue involved. Far more ser- 
ious is the question of allowing lay members of 
society, no matter how high-minded their mot- 
ives, to decide who shall fill important technical 
positions in out univereisties and colleges. If 
upheld—and I doubt whether it will be—the Me- 


a serious blow to academic 


Luggage Workers Ask 


Aid in Virginia Strike 


From E. A. BARKER 
President of Luggage Workers 
Local 52 

To the Editor: 

In behalf of 1,200 luggage 
workers, who with their families 
total over 5,000, now in the eighth 
week of a bitter strike against 
the American Hardware Company 
of Petersburg, Virginia, we wish 
to appeal to your readers for 
moral and financial support. 

The American Hardware Com- 
pany is the largest trunk and lug- 
gage firm in the country. Never- 
theless, our wages are less than 
half of those of all other luggage 
workers. Most of our men make, 
while working, about $14 a week. 

The company not only refused 
to give us any increase in wages 
but even reduced them. At the 
same time, it insisted on the open 
shop and full rights to hire and 
fire and even to lock out workers 
of an entire department or fac- 
tory indefinitely. 

Therefore, we have been forced 
to go out on strike in defense of 
our democratic rights and for a 
higher standard of living. When 
the strike was called on January 
30, almost 100% of our people 
walked out. 

Since then, the company has 
obtained injunctions limiting us 
to only three pickets at the en- 
trance and restraining us from 
all legitimate strike activities. 
Many strikers have been arrest- 
ed and fined $50 each on some 
trumped-up charges and a num- 
ber of jail sentences hang over 
several of us. 

Our main problem has been to 


feed the strikers and their fam- 
ilies and to give them fuel. We 
opened a special kitchen and a 
commissary, where we distribute 
food. We also give the strikers 
wood, coal, or oil. 

Lately a concerted drive has 
been started by the landlords to 
press our men for rent, threaten- 
ing them with evictions. The elec- 
tric light company is threatening 
to shut off strikers’ lights and in 
some cases has already done it. 
The city authorities press the 
strikers for payment of water 
bills. Each family must pay from 
$1 to $1.50 for water per month. 

A great deal of sickness pre- 
vails among the strikers due 
largely to their undernourishment 
and low standard of living; we 
must take care of their medical 
requirements. Many of them need 
to have their shoes repaired and 
require new overalls in order to 
be able to go on the picket line. 

In order to be able to hold out 
they urgently need financial as- 
sistance. We have been receiving 
substantial aid from the organ- 
ized luggage locals throughout 
the country and from the A. F. 
of L., the ILGWU, and many 
other local unions and central 
bodies. Nevertheless, our needs 
are so great that we must appeal 
to all friends of labor, and par- 
ticularly to those who are inter- 
ested in a strong union movement 
in the South, to help us win. 

Please make checks payable to 
Luggage Workers Union Local 
52, 18 Leigh Building, Peters- 
burg, Virginia. 

Petersburg, Va. 


Reelection of Roosevelt 
Seen Vital for Labor 


From J. W. WEIL 


To the Editor: 


The opposition of Nazis, Communists and Fascists, and of 
presidential aspirants and their reactionary industrialist 
backers, to a third term for FDR is quite natural; there is 
no need to argue with those fgrces. 

3ut why Charles Edward Russell has shown symtoms of 


nervousness is hard to under- 
stand. He seems to see the end 
of democracy because a president, 
through-his power of patronage, 
can compel a convention to re- 
nominate himself a third term or 
even a “thirtieth” time. 

Do not worry—there still are, 




















"Don't worry about war; 
you can be a conscientious 
objector." 


include one called Charles Chap- 
lin who some time ago invented 
the Hitler mustache. The coméd. 
dian, long of socialist inelina- 
tions, is nearly finished with his 
first talkie, The Dictator, and 
wants to know how far he can 
go lampooning Europe’s dicta- 
tors. His agents in the capital 
are sounding out the State De- 
partment. 

Goering ap- 
pears in the 
picture; Jack 
Oakie plays 
Mussolini. In 
one scene 

’ Goering tells 
Hitler that 
10,000 people 
are out on 
strike. “Shoot 

them,” yells Der Fuchrer. “There 
are no dissatisfied people in Ger- 
many.” 


Goering 


6 * + 
T will probably give them both 
nightmares, but William J. 
Cameron, of the anti-Semitic 
Anglo-Saxon Federation, and 
mouthpiece for Henry Ford, used 
the Communist-authored Ballad 
for Americans (Earl Robinson 
wrote it) the basis for his 
Sunday night radio hour’s pro- 
Americanism anti-Soviet speech. 
Robinson, who was choral di- 
rector of Camp Unity, writes for 
TAC. He created Ballad for Amer- 
icans during the frenzied Commu- 
nist 1000 per cent Americanism 
period. His latest introduction is 
a song called “The Yanks Are 
Not Coming.” 


RESS PICKUPS —- The New 

York Post has just created a 
special desk for labor news under 
Stanley G. Thompson... 

The American Progress, for 12 
years the newspaper of the Huey 
Long political machine in Louis- 
iana, folded last week. It was 
bankrupted by the printing of 10 
million copies during the five 
months campaign to keep the 


as 


"I was—in Viipuri." 


Long machine in office. Founded 
in 1928 by Huey himself, it later 
became the organ of his Share- 
the-Wealth organization. 

If he had lived it might have 
become the American Beobachter. 
Its appeal was demagogic; often 
it was distributed by state- 
owned trucks. ... 

Hillbilly Texas Governor W. 
Lee O’Daniel, who sang his way 
into the gubernational seat, is 
being boycotted by the Lone Star 
state’s newspapers and radio. He 
will start his own weekly in Fort 
Worth and call it the W. Lee 
O’Danicl News... 

Plans for the publication of the 
Brooklyn Daily Express have been 
suspended. In its place will be 
published a tabloid weekly. 

Mrs. Edith Liggett’s demand 
for a receivership of the Daily 
Worker, in order to force the pa- 
per to pay her a judgbent of 
$2,762, has been refused by the 
courts. Mrs. Liggett sued the 
Daily for libelling her murdered 
husband. 

* * * 
V INCENT SHEEAN ap- 
pears to be flagging that 
famous train from which so 
many have jumped recently. 

Last week he joined Ernest 

Hemingway, Herman Shumlin, 

Malcolm Cowley, and Martha 

Dodd, fellow travelers all, in 

signing a telegram in aid of 

the Communists who have been 
picketing the French conslate. 
* * 7. 

LABOR Department agent, 

especially appointed to the 
work by the President himseit, 
within next few weeks will 
start making the rounds of lesser 
AFL aud CIO officials in an at- 
tempt to force labor unity from 
below before the campaign act- 
ually gets into swing. Roosevelt 
has not dropped his effort to re- 
unite both factions and will now 
attempt to sell unity to the rank 
and file 


1 
the 


and will be, other parties to nom- 
inate other candidates, and the 
citizens will still have their final 
say on election day. 

Moreover, democracy does not 
depend on the number of terms 
one may serve as chief executive 
of the country. Britain is a mon- 
archy and yet as good a democ- 
racy as our own. 

There are also some labor 
‘Jeaders” who somehow do recon- 
eile their positions as such with 
their . opposition to Roosevelt. 
They forget all the President, 
through the New Deal, has done 
for labor in general, and organ- 
ized labor in particular. 

While the organized workers up 
to 1933 numbered 3,000,000, there 
are now 8,000,000 in labor unions. 
Lewis’ miners’ union was just a 
shadow of an organization before 
the day of the President whom 
he—with a contribution from the 
union’s treasury of half a mil- 
lion dollars—helped elect. 

He blames the President for 
unemployment; if any one person 
is to blame for that, it is Lewis. 

If he had not started the tac- 
tics of rule or ruin in the labor 
movement; if he had sought to 
get every available worker into 
the American Federation of La- 
bor, we would now have an or- 
ganized labor army at least twice 
as large as the present one; and 
with such an army and a leader- 
ship serving labor, we ‘would 
have established the five-hour day 
and the five-day week. 

The President has made good 
on his pre-election promises. He 
has given us labor’s bill of rights. 
I dread to think what will happen 
to labor if Roosevelt is not re- 
elected this time. 

New York. 


Winchell Sees 
Thyssen as 


Hitler Agent 


From ANDREW BRINSON 
To the Editor: 

In view of Willi Schlamm’s 
statement some months ago that 
the “exile” of Fritz Thyssen ap- 
peared to him as a deliberate 
Nazi trick under which the Ger- 
man industrialist would actually 
work for the Hitler regime while 
pretending to flee from it, your 
readers may be interested to know 
that Walter Winchell published 
the following item in his column 
last Monday, April 1. 

“Fritz Thyssen, the industrial- 
ist who originally backed Hitler 
into power, isn’t on the outs with 
him as the publicity wants you to 
believe. 

“His clever press agents here 
and abroad are known by the 
State Department, and Thyssen is 
believed to be getting priceless 
information playing his ‘part.’” 
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_ THAT THIRD PARTY 
WHATEVER John Lewis expects to materialize from his 


war of nerves against the New Deal, few people know 
besides John Lewis, Lee Pressman and Len DeCaux. Polit- 
ical writers turned out hundreds of answers to the CIO 
chief's enigma—answers ranging from Freud to hopes of a 
third party of labor in 1944. 

‘But there are many competent political observers who 
see in John L.’s renewed total war simply a drive to enhance 
John L.'s prestige and settle a grudge in the meantime. His 
political frustrations are obvious and probably engendered 
by his failure to win President Roosevelt over to an energetic 
sponsorship of the CIO's drive on the AF of L. Much to 
Lewis’ chagrin, Roosevelt has consistently urged immediate 
labor peace. 

Lewis’ attack on FDR must have been planned as early 
as last August, for the first anti-New Deal blast came on 
Labor Day as Europe was tumbling into war. Since then, 
instead of seeking substantial support for his drive along 
class lines for a program which would put the jobless back 
to work immediately and institute wide social reforms, John 
L. has lined himself up with dubious political groups. 

A month ago in Washington he preferred the Communist- 
controlled American Youth Congress to President Roosevelt. 
The AYC, objective investigation reveals, is as much repre- 
sentative of American youth as Gracie Allen is of the presi- 
dential possibilities. 

To this Stalinite outfit Mr. Lewis hopes to add the 
questionable strength of the National Negro Congress, in 
the past also a Comintern transmission belt, and the follow- 
ers of Townsend, purveyor of panaceas. 

In addition the CIO chief has his Labor's Non-Partisan 
League, which is practically: non-existent and about 90 per 
cent in the hands of fellow travelers like Howard Costigan 
of the West Coast, or the Bridgeport (Conn.) Communist 
Party. 

If Lewis issued a call for a third party convention he 
couldn't carry the few effective divisions of LNPL in Oregon, 
New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania. His call would 
be ignored by many large CIO unions which are pledged to 
the New Deal. He would split the industrial union set-up 
wide open. He would not even deliver the votes of his own 
miners, although he could pledge their financial support. 

If Lewis issues such a call his cheering section will be 
found in the ranks, peripheral groups, and press of the 
Communist Party, which howled itself hoarse last week after 
his attack on the New Deal. Last Wednesday, April 3, the 
day after Lewis’ broadside, the Daily Worker said editori- 
ally: “‘Lewis takes another important step and speaks of the 
possibility of a great Third Party of labor, farmer, youth, 
the Negro people and the aged... the Roosevelt adminis- 
tration has definitely turned its back upon labor and the 
people... above all millions of people among all these 
groups are determined with Lewis to defeat the plans of 
‘those who secretly hope to drag America into the Euro- 
pean war, and there is a growing suspicion among them that 
these secret plans originate in the White House.” 

If Lewis doesn't see why he’s supported by a certain 
section of our body politic, he isn’t quite the politician he 
was when he headed the GOP labor committee. 





PARALYZED NEUTRALS 


HE dangerous and precarious situation of the democratic 

neutrals of Europe becomes more serious each week. 
Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, Switzerland 
and Holland favor the Allies, but they dare not offend the 
robber powers of Germany and Russia. Nor can they satisfy 
Great Britain and France who are compelled to strangle 
Germany by destroying Nazi trade with the neutrals. If 
neutrals concede something to the Allies the Nazis and 
Bolsheviks threaten them, and if they yield an inch to 
Communazism it is the Allies who threaten. 

The neutrals are in the war although officially out, of it. 
They have no choice in the matter. Geography and eco- 
nomic considerations compel the neutrals to act as they do. 
They would like to openly oppose the Nazi and Communist 
dictatorships, but their will is paralyzed. Sweden is even 
compelled to supply the Nazis with great stocks of iron ore, 
although the Swedes would prefer that this ore should go to 
the Allies. 

Because Bolshevism has made a burlesque of Marxism 
it is the fashion today to sneer at the idea that material 
factors largely condition the action of nations and economic 
groups, but we would like the critics to explain the conduct 
of the democratic neutrals on any other grounds. 





THE POLISH “DOCUMENTS” 


EARLY six months after the Nazis captured Warsaw they 

release ‘documents’ which they claim to have found in 

the Polish archives. The papers are intended to show that 

President Roosevelt and several American representatives 

abroad fostered war in Europe and promised to join the 
Allies if necessary. 

On the same day that these ‘‘documents’ were made 
public many residents of Rumania received copies of a faked 
issue of the Paris-Soir, an evening French paper published 
in Paris, and this fake was traced to the German Propa- 
ganda Ministry. 

Whether the Polish “documents” belong to the same 
category as the bogus Paris-Soir we do not know, but it 
should be remembered that we have only the word of Nazi 
chiefs that the ‘‘documents” are genuine. Nazis and Com- 
munists accept this evidence, of course. 

But it should be noted that the “‘documents’” report 
alleged conversations of Polish representatives with Amer- 
ican representatives and all reveal American disgust with 
the Nazi barbarians. If the papers are faked or if they are 
garbled versions of real conversations, they simply confirm 
what the whole world knows, that American sympathies are 
with the Allies. 

The documents that will really startle the world are in 
the German Foreign Office, but Nazi military defeat and 
German social revolution are required to place them before 
the world. And when these papers are known they will 
also pillory Hitler's pals in Moscow 





